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"You're special
to me, honey·.''
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In February's issue, Our Paper will print up to 25
heartfelt words Of VOUT choice to e
11 T.JO
ch oice.
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Dear Lisa,
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Happ y Valenti ne's Day ! I lo ved your lasagna
wirn all rha t garlic , ancl I love vo.u , too !
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Here's a sample:

I
I

Kim

Send 52 to Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744,
Portland, ME 04104 .
MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 17, 1990.
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• FUNDJAMENTALISTS "FORBID" GAY GAMES Ill FROM HAPPENING

'.

.

0 u

R

p A p f

R.

Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104
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PURPOSE
·our Pa·per i published month ly by the
Our Paper volunteer collective. PO Box

Syndicated advice columnist Ann Landers
has asked what her readers think about
" legal sanctions for same-sex couples." To
comm unicate your support for the rights of
gay and lesbian couples, write to Ann
Landers, c/o The Chicago Tribune. 435 N.
Michigan Ave. , Chicago, IL 60611.
Here's what we told Ms. Landers:
We thi nk lesbians and gay men should
be able to legally marry . In our view, it ' s a:
matterofcivil rights. Not to menti on simple
fairness and good sense.
Too often , gay and lesbian relationships have been 'attacked as antithetical to
"fam ily views. " Nothing could be further
fr9m the truth . Gay and lesbian couples and their chi l<;lren - are genuine fami lies.
They share with all fami lies the traditional
values .of love , caring and mutual support.
The truth is, gay and lesbian couples are
already marrying one another in both reiigious and secular ceremonies. According
to preliminary results of our national survey of gay and lesbian couples, 16 percent
of female couples and IO percent of male
couples had "ritualized their relationship
with a ceremony." More than one-thi rd
had executed legal agreements to protect
their relationship. [Results based on 812
respondents.]
_
Unfortunately , these couples cannot
choose to legally marry and depend on
existing laws to support their famil y life .

The legal contracts we make can replicate
only some of the protections that are automatic with marriage. Just one example: A
widowed lesbian partner cannot claim her
departed spouse's Social Security benefits.
And thi s inequity is far-reaching . At
least IOmill ion Americans are in same-sex
relationships, judging from a recent San
Francisco Examiner poll that fo und 60 ·
percent of gay men and lesbians are in
relationships.
Our society ·shou ld support these gay
and lesbian fami lies for the same ·reasons
we support traditional fam ilies'. Functional
families make better neighbors ·a nd more
productive citizens.
Sincerely,
Ste.vie Bryand and Oamian, Ed.9.
Publishers/Editors

PARTNERS: The Newsletter for Gay
and Lesbian Couples
Box 9685, Seattle, WA 98 109

I 0744,Portland ME 04 104 . The purpose
of Our Pa per is to serve as a voice for
lesbians and gay men ;n Maine. We wish
the newspaper to be a source of informa··
tion, support, and affirmati on. and a ve-·
hicle for celebration, by and for members
of the lesbian and gay men 's commun ities.
We want the paper to reflect our divers ity
as well.

EDITORIAL POLICY
We wi ll consider for publication any
111aterial that broadens our understanding
of our lifestyles and of each other. Views
and opinions appearing in Our Paper are
those of the authors only .
We request that all material submitted
be signed and include an address and/m
phone number.
We reserve the right to edit material as
necessary, unless otherw ise instructed.
Within the pages of Our Paper, articles
can appear anonymom,ly , upon request,
and strict confidentiality will be observed.
Ed itorials appeari ng in Our Paper
represent the opi nion of the collective as a
whole.
We welcome and encourage all our
reade rs to submit mate rial ,for publication
and to share your comments, criticisms,
and positive fee lings with us. Remember,
Our Paper is Your Paper!

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $ 12 for one year ( 12
issues), $20 for two years, and $25 for
three years. Make checks payable to Our

THE COLLECTIVE
Office Manager
Pete Jakubowski
Business Manager
Diane Matthews
News
Eric Gordon
Features
Stan Fortuna
Arts & Entertainment
(open for volunteer)
Distribution
Michael Stickney
Subscriptions
Dawn Patterson
Graphics and Design
(open for volunteer)
Classifieds
Pete Jakubowski
Layout
Diane Matthews
Proofreading
(open for volunteer)

ADVERTISING SALESPERSON
Tim Grover

Paper.

SHARE YOUR TALENTS.
DEVELOP NEW ONES.
Our Paper needs graphic artists, layout people, photographers,
writers and distribution people. Find out what's involved. Write to
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,_Maine 04104, or come to a
7 pm Tuesday 11ight meeting at 9 Deering Street (rear) in Portland.
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Telling Gay Stories: The Truth Can Set Us Free
by Chuck Forester

Ann Landers doesn't usually tell her
readers off. That's why it came as a sur· ·· · - · · - - •·- .. v ,._.._.c;11 i"Cu1iTiiins -wnefe
she came down firmly against readers who
attacked the idea of gay marriages. One
subtle writer from Wisconsin had put the
case of bigotry rather bluntly: "Those faggots should go back in the closet where
they belong." Ann's response was right on
target. stating her shock at the "viciousness
and intolerance" of those opposed to legitimizing gay relationships.
Mixed in with the anti-gay sentiments
Ann printed were letters of support, many
from heterosexuals who knew a gay man or
lesbian. One father wrote that he had two
sons, one straight and one gay. Both deserved the same' rights, he said. His response should not have surprised me, because it only confirmed a point that pollsters discovered some time ago: Support
for gay rights is greatest among those who
know a gay person .
Unfortunately . most heterosexuals
know only what they learn from the mass
media. Twenty years ago, Stonewall was
but a blip on the media ·s radar screen . Ten
years later lesbian/gay stories were beginning to appear. Today the power of gay
politics and the AIDS epidemic have put us
on the front page of every major daily in
America and the evening news. Despite the
attention, to most Americans, gays and
lesbians remain an unknown quantity; we' re
an abstract entity. not people with hopes,
dreams and lives .

Until we tell the public who we are they
have Iittle .to !!o n i;;"r .. v '""·"•"' . ,h .. ;r images of gay men are often limited to the
Religious Right's slanderous view of us as
sexual perverts, the popular media's vision
of a misunderstood boy next door dying of
AIDS, and the traditional stereotypes of
the mincing hairdresser and the lesbian
mechanic. With the exception of a few
accurate depictions of gay diversity seen
on little watched P.B.S. documentaries,
the majority of heterosexuals have little
· else .
One reason why Barney Frank's recent
problems generated such interest in the
mainstream press is because he is a living,
breathing homosexual who is willing to
talk about his personal life. Of course,
some of the media used his story to bash
gays, but many publications - including
Newsweek - used Barney to teach readers
a great deal about the pressures of being
gay in a homophobic society. Barney has
. shared a very real-life story with Americans. He has been honest about it, and
that's news because people want to know
about us.
While few of us will have the impact of
a Barney Frank, all of us can make a
difference. Too often we are shy about
sharing our personal stories with friends,
family and coworkers. They, in turn, are
reticent, fearful of offending by asking
questions. In some cases family and friends
don't know enough about gay people to ,
begin framing the 4uestions they might

as two people: as the private, fearful _gav
.. ,uffv, i.;;:.,1.,1,111 <111u as me apparently straight
colleague or friend or child. Second of all,
we .have been forced to think long and
. honestly about who we are. As a result, we
have some experience in differentiating
· between what we'd like to believe about
ourselves and the truth.
Whether we like.it or not, gay men and
lesbians are hot news today. After years of
effort and struggle, the issues of importance to the lesbian and gay community are
now on the national agenda. Decisions that
affect our future are going to be made in the
next several years. If we want those decisions to be positive, we have to tell the
world about ourselves. We have to provide
the evidence that gays and lesbians are
everywhere.
Some may resist, but most people who
know you want to hear your story. We can
make the world we share with others a little
less tense and a lot more honest by telling
the stories of our lives. It is important part
of building the better place that all of us
want to leave for the next generation of
lesbians and gay men.

have . Still, they want to know who we are.
I
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4uestions they have. When did you discover you were gay? Have you ever faced
discrimination? How do you meet other
gay people? How did your parents react?
Do you enjoy being gay?
All of us should start answering those
4uestions for the heterosexuals w_e know .
The more we talk about being gay, the
more our neighbors, friends and families
will understand the need to combat homophobia and bigotry. Our answers will give
them information, the kind of information
that can replace the stereotypical views of
gays and lesbians with a more honest view
of who we are. Just as importa.nt, our answers can forge new allies in the fight for
e4uality.
Some of you will say, "I don ' t have
anything new to add. My stories aren't
interesting." Don't believe it. Even if you
convey the fact that your life is more like
your straight friend's life than different
from it, that's important information. It
needs to be told. And it is best told to
people you know.
From my personal experience working
as an up-front gay man in generally nongay environments, I know that unless I
begin the discussion, the information never
gets exchanged. It is time we start telling
non-gay Americans about who we are. In
the process we enrich our lives and theirs.
Our stories are often ·very interesting.
First of all , each of us lived part of our life

('TIS 'Tj-{'£ S'EAf09{
to show how much you care!

The holidays are the perfect time
to express your feeling
with a gift of fine jewelry.
And because fine jewelry
is a gift whose beauty lasts forever,
they'll remember how much you care
long after the holidays are over.

Fine Jewelry
When your feelings are for real
Custom designs invited
Buy with Confidence, Give with Pride

NICOLSON & RYAN
:d.ua,/,f;!j?rw!P1r.J Jr'Ne<' I cS'cS'S .
253 WATER STREET• AUGUSTA, ME. 04330
622-6255

,

Chuck Forester is the founder and president of Quarles Associates, a management
and public policy consulting firm in San
Francisco. He serves as Co-Chair of the
Board of the Human Rights Campaign
Fund.
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60 Dealers -

Adm. $2.00
with Adv. $1.50
P.O. Box 441, Wiscasset. ME 04578
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I am, damn it!

by Gillian Gatto
I find it fascinating, when reading the
personal s, to note women write that they
ate IOOKll1g fo1 u ~~f_. ...,.,ioi1 "
· does thi s mean re ally ? Some of the
" butchiest" women I know are actually the
most feminine in my eyes. And some of the
"femmiest" are actually very masculine in
their need to be in control or dominate. I
guess it comes down to stereotypes and
individual perceptions
The stereotypical woman - who is
she? She wears dresses and has long hair.
She carries herse lf in a certain way which to me can read - vuln.erable. To be
femi nine, in our society, means to portray
an aura of softness and acceptance. The
opposite than, must be to _portray an image
of strength and invulnerability - is this
"masc uline?" It certainly seems to· be , not
only in our society's view., but in our own
community .as we seek out possible partners and I hear women asking for femininity.
Should I ·answer an ad which asks for a
feminine type? This is my problem. I consider myself feminine, but to outer appearance, I must admit to " looking like a guy."
But this is me. I'm a woman through and
through. I have breasts; I have a womb. I
birthed two children in my strength and
invulnerability. How can this be masculine? If I walked around with no clothes on
I wouldn ' t look masculinie. So why does
my attire read as male? To me, clothing
. speaks of lifestyle, and people dress for the
lives they lead. l wear jeans because I live
on a farm. My orange veslt does not mean
that lam a hunter - I'm just trying not to
get shot as l walk around these woods.
Even when I had long hair, l was still

scy Jc.
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On Being Gay

by: Brian McNaught
St. Martin's Press
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10010
$7.95
L ..

Reviewed by: Tom Hagerty

A Feminine Woodspliiter
linocut by Gillian Gatto
mistaken for a man. It's in the walk , I swing
my arms; I put my whole body into that
walk, and it doesn ' t look vulnerable.
But I am. I'm terribly vulnerable and
even shy. I love to snuggle up to a warm
woman. I like to surrender and be overwhelmed _in lovemaking. I don ' t need to
dominate. I .like to be held I like to be
feminine which, to me, meaI'ls just being
who I am, naturally. Perhaps we should
remember to look beyond the stereotypes,
the appearances, and remember that a
woman's a woman no matter what she has
on; and strong is bea1,1tiful. I may answer
one of those "feminine" personals yet.

When an event of such magnitude as
reissuing (in paperback form) for Brian
McNaught's On Being Gay, reviewers such
as I cannot help feel stirred. cannot help but
feel compelled to celebrate, along with the
rest of the lesbian and gay and straight
community, the "healing experience'' (as
Today's Parish magazine so aptly puts it)
that always accompanies a reading of Mr.
McNaught 's highly worth, ever wise and
gifted prose .
In this collection of largely un-updated
essays, many of which have been carefullly
chosen from that decade of self-knowledge, the 1970's, McNaught opens up to
us, his readers, in a personable, yet parental

1 le 0 1
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life with his lover Ray ('Tm not confused
about what I find to be health behavior in
my home. For instance, friends are asked
not to tell ethnic jokes when vi_siting us.
Friends are also encouraged not to use pet
names.for me or for Ray which suggest we
are not men .") and invites us to read "excellent books" such as The Male Couple by
David McWhirterand Drew Matti son (who,
it just so happens. have written the loving
and very special forward - ''thi s is a very
special book by someone we consider to be
a very special man") - what a coincidence!
What an attractire man Brian is, also.
and what an attractive book he 's written,
full of helpful and special essays. such as
·'Dear Anita: Late Night Thoughts of an
Iri sh Catholic Homosexual,""How to Find
a Lover." and "The Sad Dilemma of the
Gay Catholics." Many of these essays are
garnished by new. shorter. paragraph-style
essays. like the one in form of''Friends and
Lovers," which tell us "With hard work. a
good sense of humor and the willingness to
compromise, these very special friends can
become very special lovers in relationships which offer us all model s of determination , loyalty, caring and celebrations."
In the words of The Admcate, "Brian
McNaught has put together a collect_ion of
his writings that will both inspire you and
bring a tear to your eye;:."

,

'\

... ANONYMOUS

I

0~-..... )
~\-

·

v'

-

The Feminist Health Care of Portsmouth
'provides counseling and information for individuals interested in HIV antibody testing.

Services are provided:
• on a walk-in basis Monday nights 5-6:30
• by appointment Tuesday afternoons
• Peer counselors available
Our counseling and testing services are clientsensitive and ANONYMOUS. $15 fee.
(please pay in cash to preserve your anonymity).

559 Portsmouth Ave.
Greenland, NH
(6!03) 436-7588
We also provide:
• Well woman gynecological care
• abortion services
• sexually transmitted disease clinics for
women & men.
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SUPPORT THOSE WHC> SUPPORT US
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.
Dr. Karen Danko
Holistic Chiropractor + Naturopath
Acute, Chronic + Wellness Care
Adults and Children
Opening in
475 Stevens

January
772-5131
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P.O. Box·36S, Wm-Rockport.Maine 04865
207-594-<>694

W Udcrafted and organk:ally grown heroal remedies. Herb walks,
slldnhows, workshops and Flower Essence Considtatlons.

· D'l!'b Soale, ft.rballft

775-6598

Families

roOd
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WOODFORDS

VICTORIA ZAVASNIK, Ph.D.
Licensed Substance Abuse Counselor

,
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ab Use
Sexuality

Back Cove Co unseling Center
527 Ocean Avenue
Portland. Maine 04103

129 SPRING, STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE
772-Li74
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Wendy's Apologizes
The Wendy' s hamburger chain, headquartered in Dublin , Ohio, said recently .
that it wi II apologize to the gay and lesbian
community following charges that the
corporation defamed gays in a form letter
sent to angry Christians.
The written policy will be sent to New
York 's Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation (GLAAD). compa ny officials
said.
The company angered gays by reportedly sending a fonn letter to members of
the American Family Association following its complaints that Wendy's commercials ai red during an episode of the TV
program. L.A. Law. that portrayed homosexuality in a positive light.
According to GLAAD. the episode based in part on the life of Ol ympic diver
Greg Louganis - featured a n Olympic
athlete who sued a cereal company for
cancelling his ad contract after he come out
of the closet.
Weri°dy ' s lett'er' to the · Christ ian s.
GLAAD said , included these remarks:
"Obviously this particular epi sode of this
show was not consistent with the kind of
programming we wish to be associated
with . Moreover, Wendy ' s tries to sponsor
programs we feel have a wide appeal to the
family viewing audience.'·
When told that gays were_upset about
the letter, Wendy' s spokesperson Denny
Lynch met with his superiors and, within
an hour, announced that "if you can tell me
what GLAAD stands for, we will write
them a letter. .. We in no way intended to
offend the gay community.. We made a
mistake. We ' ll talk to GLAAD and apologize for any misinterpretation.''

But Lynch added that Wendy's "does
consider itself a family restaurant that tries
to advertise on shows that appeal to families . We also avoid programs that depict
minorities in an unfavorable light [and] do
not advertise on programs dealing with
'bulimia, obesity, profanity, nudity , religious beliefs - it's a full list. We don't
take sides and avoid shows that are heavily
skewed in one direction."
Lynch said that he would not consider a
TV program "skewed heavily in one direction" merely for failing to take a position
that homosexual acts are wrong. "The
American Family Association ," he said,
"has a very narrow point of view.''
The following day Wendy's Consumer
Relations Manager Susan Kosling further
clarified the nature of Wendy's " mistake"
in responding to the Chri stians, explaining
that most of the complaints the company
receives about L.A . Law ·· are concerned
with the violent nature of the program.''
She 'said that the; department doesn-t
actually read letters from Chri stians but
instead scans them for key words. Upon
seeing the words, L.A. Law, she explained,
Wendy's employees "data-processed" the
letters to be answered with the standard
"violence'· form letter.
··Had we actually read the letters and
then read our own form letter, we would
have not used that form letter to respond to
complaints about positive portrayals of
homosexuality ," Kosling said.
According to Lynch, Wendy 's international has a "sexual preference'' clause in
its corporate anti-discrimination policy, and
has gay and lesbian employees at its Columbus, Ohio suburban headquarters.

--

fS1

" I don ' t know if they have told everybody," he said in reference to the gay employees. "but they don ' t walk away
from it.''
Columbus has an aggressive gay/lesbian activist community. The city has had
anti-gay discrimination protection for gays
since 1974, and each summer the city's
Stonewall Union staffs a hugely successful
gay information stall at the Ohio State Fair.

blessing of lesbian and gay relationships
by the Church. Statistics of such unions
indicate that their average longevity compares favorably with that of heterosexual
marriages.
"I think my election represents the
feeling of the Diocese of Rochester that-qll
gay men and lesbians are indeed Children
of God and have a place in our Church.'?
said Colburn.

Episcopal Church
Elects Gay

Lesbian, Gay Male
Coupl-es Adopt Kids

SOURCE: Integrity, Inc.

SOURCE: Philadelphia Gay News

The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester made
history on November 11 by electing the
first openly gay deputy to the Episcopal
Church ' s highest policy making body. the
General Convention. Elected was Bruce
Colburn, chair of the Diocesan Homophi le
Commission and immediate past Northeast Regi•onal Vice President of Integrity,
the national lesbian and gay ministry of the
Episcopal Church .
The Diocese of Rochester has long been
one of the .most welcoming in the Episcopal Church to lesbians and gays. The joint
Rochester-chapter of Integrity and Dignity
(the Roman Catholic lesbian and gay
·mini stry) was formed at the initiation of a
previous bishop, and has met ever since on
Episcopal Church property . In addition to
having the only Homophile Commission
in the Churs_h (other dioceses have commissions to-study sexuality o r homosexuality, but not to encourage acceptance and
intergration oflesbians and gays) , Rochester has for fourteen years permitted the

(207) 773-2694
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Trl,\'s Ql,\e-Me

BLACK CAT

VIETNAMESE REST AU RANT

CARPENTRY

P.O. Box 1437-5 Center St.
Provincetown, MA 02657

Mon - Fri 9- 5
Eves . by appt.
;

' Rosemary Basile
Carol Noyes

69 Arsena l Si.
Augusta-, ME 04330
(207) 623-5131

· ~·
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Cari Dupli ssis
. Ow ner/St ylis t

929 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04102
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rl air Styl e s fo r
Wo men and M en

ctintinu~d on'page ~
(207) 772-3171

LANDSCAPING

Rentals:
C9ttage, Apartments
Guest Rooms

Attorneys for the [San Francisco based]
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCL.R)
announced November 15, 1989, that they
have won rare approval for a lesbian
couple' s joint adoption of a child they have
rai sed together for more than two years,
and for the first-ever adoption by a gay
male couple.
• .
Over the formal · objection s of the
Alameda County Department _of Social
Services (DSS), NCLR clients Millie and
Sue are now the proud parents of Erik, age
two.
Michael and Jonathan sought NCLR ' s
aid and are now both similarly recognized
as the legal parents of James, 7, and Carly ,
5, a brother and sister.
. In 1987, Millie and Sue-~pplied to the
Alameda County (Calif.) DSS for a joint
license to provide a foster home for HIV-

37 Zions Hill
-- Dexter, ME 04930
207-924-3130

BOOKSHOP~
L E S B I A N & . G A Y LITE RAT U RE
673BOYLSTONSTREET.BOSTON,MA. 02ti6(617]267-30!0
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Gaybriefs( c)
by Jim Roche
The era of AIDS has united gay men
and lesbian womyn into what appears to be
a happy little homosexual family. If you
are new to the gay or lesbian life-style you
might think that this is the norm, that we
have always been close, working together
for common causes, towards common
goals. But underneath that ve neer of
"family" there are strong currents of discontent and mistrust between the gay and
lesbian communities. Indeed , there always
has been and this sudden birth of .-.family"
is something new. Womyn finding themselves working so hard on AIDS are beginning to question what they are doing. AIDS
appears to many to be drailning energy .
finances and spirit away from the womyn 's
movement. More and more rumblings are
being heard that other long neglected issues, issues put aside during the era of
AIDS, need once again to be addressed.
For an example of how womyn' s issues
have often been left behind we need only
look at events that took place within the
gay and lesbian community during the
recent AIDS conference in Canada. While
thi s conference was suppose to be the first
to discuss the "political" aspects of AIDS
during the conference we gay and lesbian
people failed to treat each other fairly.
humanly and respectfully. We failed to
treat each other like family. Failed to be
even "politically" correct.

Qne evening during the conference
members of ACT-UP and local Canadian
activist groups went out to a gay bar and
found that it was indeed just that - a gay bar.
Womyn. lesbian "sisters" or not. were not
wanted there. This was, as is often the case
with gay bars in Canada. a men only space.
It wasn 'tthatthe bar was full of men and no
womyn, but that the womyn were not even
going to be allowed to enter. It was only
after a threat from ACT-UP that the management made an exception to it's policy.
The response of the Canadian gay journalist Marcel Pleau was, "It's a non-issue." It
seems that while the province 's Chan er of
Human Rights and Freedoms bans discrimination based upon sex ual preference,
you can't count on it banning simple sexism, even in a gay bar. If you can't count on
another homosexual to treat you like an
equal human being, who can you count on?
So much for a happy little homosexual
family where we treat each other with
dignity, consideration and justice.
In a recent article in Outlook Magazine,
a gay and lesbian quarterly , Jackie Winnow, keynote speaker at the Lesbian Car. egivers & the AIDS Epidemic Conference
in San Francisco wrote. "While many lesbians ... keep their attention primarily focused on women and women's concerns,
many more women [have] turned toward
AIDS work ... .. She goes on to point out

that more and more womyn·s energy is
being spent on AIDS work whi le less and
less is spent on basic issues of human
rights. Others. including myself. have
shared this concern in recent months in
various gay and lesbian papers, journals
and books. While basic human rights issues like sexual equality go ignored we do
indeed spend more and more of our time
being simple "caregivers." A noble cause.
but one that seems to be draining our
community's political strength. And most
of that draining is. yes. taken from the
womyn's movement. But Winnow' s ad dress is also riddled with anti-male myth
and a homophobia all it's own. She writes:
':Why have so many lesbians become AIDS
caregivers? ... Because women were raised
to take care of men and to serve them . My
fatheronce told me that." Further she writes:
'The other day. there was an article in the
newspaper about the AIDS crisis decimating the National Cancer Institute. It seems
that the money going to AIDS was taken
out of the cancer budget. Not the military
budget, or the space budget." That kind of
thinking, my friends. is called homophobia. Plain and simple .
What you can learn about us as a community by reading between the lines in
these articles about our ··political actions"
is that we gay men and lesbian womyn do
not always share the same concerns. That

there are basic differences in perspective
between us. Basic differences in goals. We
· experience things differently because of
these different perspectives. Indeed, in
many ways womyn see gay men not as
their brothers in the cause for gay and
lesbian justice but instead as oppressors in
their fight of womyn 's justice. Because of
our history. our cultural history , womyn
often see men as symbolic of their oppression . Especially sex ual oppression. Qay
sexuality. as seen by womyn. is a flaunting
of many of the aspects of their relationship
to men which they would rather do without. Our sexuality seems focused on appearances. impersonal, short term and
anonymous sex. Look at the ads and personals in any gay paper or magazine for
evidence of thi s. And lesbian womyn find
this threatening. Proof of .. what men are
like." Watch who writes the strongest
.. letters to the editor'' in reaction to gay sex
ads. In the summer issue of OUTLOOK we
read. "!f I wanted to look at gigantic penises , would I be a lesbian?" When a photo
with frontal nudity was published in a
Virginia gay and lesbian paper a lesbian
group took the photo (penis removed!) and
stuck it on the papers door with a letter
signed by all condemning the filth that had
angered them. Gay sex is equated with
pornography. Not just by heterosexual
society. but by lesbians as well. The reac-

continued on page 14
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Dark Secret

Crying
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by Nichole Storm

by Daniel R. Lessard
Moisture that's released from our
most inner thoughts.
feelings of joy or perhaps sadness
flowing from our visions
of the past.
changing and emotionally renounced
affairs that we've hoped for
escapes from our eyes.
dreams and realities that are foreseen
from others but are the mysteries
that keep our.minds buoyant.
losing a person so dear
to the inner bond of love
vanishes from sight leaving ourselves
in a reservoir of tears.
anc;I attitudes of adjustments
in life's struggling situations
with occasions that are very misleading.
Crying is a stressfu l release of emotions
that is cluttered and crammed together
and eventuall y breaks apart in sections
from our memories at a time when our
feelings are·most vulnerable .
Crying is nothing to be ashamed of
when we consider this a common occurrence
in everyday human life .
but when matters are worsened oir up lifting
cry ing for the sake of ourselves
will relieve the pressure from within
and make this world a better place to live.

Ju.d ith Lippa,. MSW
Lie. Clinical Social Worker
Counseling

Just tell them we're friends
Let them think what they want

Did you ever introduce me to anyone?
I can't remember
I look around and wonder
do I have any new friends
or even acquaintances
from havi ng been your lover?
I remember meeting your cats
your house plants
your garden flowers
and your teddy bear
but no people.

We betrayed nobody
stole from nobody
hurt nobody
but each other
Where is the cause for shame
but in our failure to make amends?

I conspired in your silence
until you turned it on me
as a weapon
until I cried out to you
and got silence for an answer
until si lence became a dirty bandage
on a festering wound of shame

Did we ever go to places you were known
places you were loved
where you said
This is my friend?
Did you ever tell me
you were proud to know me
proud to love me
proud to be seen with me?

I won't betray your dark secret
· even though it betrayed me ·
I don't need to expose you
to tell my story
or yo ur shame
or your si lence
or my sorrow.

Though I searc h my cherished box of
memories
I can 't help find these things
Can you help me?
I remember yoµ said you were afraid
What would people think
or do
or say?
And I said
Whose business is it? ·

Individuals
Couples
Families
Groups

Bod'(""'ork to balance life energies
for healing & well-being

Suite 423
142 High Street
Portland, ME 04101

(207) 773-1235

I once had curiosity, a wonderful need to
know and explore
I asked you to share that curiosity
You laughed at me.
I once had _a desire to be with you,
A longing to share and grow with you,
Once .. . but no more.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Maine Health Foundation
4th ANNUAL BENEFIT BALL
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I once had love, a warm innocent love
I asked you to share that love
You walked away:

.._1.....
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I once had a dream, a precious, special
dream
I asked you to share that dream
You didn't have time.
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Saturday, March 3, 1990
Holiday Inn by the Bay
Dinner, Dancing, Fun , & A Minimllm of Speeches
Tickets $75 per person
ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO PWA'S

For ticket info coll 772-2717 ·
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World AIDS Da},
by John Zeh

WASHINGTON , D.C. - Angry executives of health service· providers blocked
traffic at the White House on World AIDS
Day, December I, to demonstrate that AIDS
requires government "resources, not rhetoric" in the decade ahead .
Over 200 serious yet cheerful supporters lined Pennsylvania Avenue at noon to
scrutinize how D.C. police handled arrests
of 78 protesters , some of whom have
Acquired Immune Defic iency Syndrome
(AIDS) or are infected with the suspected
AIDS cause , Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV) .
"We're here to be arrested in absolute
frustration and de s pair over the
government 's lack of response to this epidemic," said Paul Boneberg, who leads
Mobilization Against AIDS in San Francisco, one of over 50 groups in the World
AIDS Day Coalition.

Vaid moderated a pre-arrest rally in
Lafayette Park where leaders analyzed
AIDS' impact on people of color and documented the depth of dissatisfaction with
federal and state failure to adequately
address the AIDS challenge.
The San Francisco AIDS Foundation
(SFAF) and other community-based organization (CBO) that " provide backbone
and leadership" in AIDS-services delivery
are "reeling under the impact of growing
case loads ," said Pat Chri sten, SF A F' s new
director. "We need help. We need action ,
Words are no longer enough from the President. My city is reeling under the impact of
this epidemic. Without assistance, the socalled San Francisco model (of CBO AIDS
services) will be in a shambles within two
months."
In the last three years, SFAF's client
population has increased 400% and hotline
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"Day by Day for two-and-a-half years,
I' ve seen resources diminishing, disappearing," said Tony Allen, or Earthtide Inc., a
minority clinic in Baltimore. "We ' re begging, damn near down on own knees, and
not getting one red cent," he told the crowd
observing the arrests.
Detainees paid a $50 fine and forfeited
trail.
Elizabeth Keaton of Baltimore' ChaseBrexton Clinic echoed Allen's complaint,
blasting city officials for failing to pay
costs of rising client demand. "We're seeing 15 to 20 newly diagnosed HIV-positive
; people a week (without) any money from
the city ," she said. "Shame," the crowd
shouted, "shame, shame! "
"We have rich resources, but we aren't
able to tap into them, to get them to mobilize. Weneedmoneytohelporganize(what)
we already have," she said.. "We need leadership mobilization, we need it now, and
we need it from the top."
President George Bush was away at a
shipboard summit with Soviet leaders,
prompting one pundit to say, "It's his faulta, he ' s away at Malta," announced Urvashi
Vaid, head of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), a Coalition
mainspring.

calls have more than doubled, she said.
"Our budget has had to grow from $1
million to $6 million with absolutely no
increase, no additional assistance, from
government agencies. We cannot expect
the private sector to carry the load that
should justifiably be carried by our whole
nation."
"The government's response to this
massive health care crisis has been riddled
with neglect" since day one, charged Reggie Williams, of Black and White Men
Together's Task Force on AIDS prevention and Education in San Francisco.
"Government officials from the highest
level to the lowest have abandoned thousands of people to die, and even more to
languish in illness and despair, tantalized
by news reports of early iiiedical interventions they'll never be able to afford."
"Bush," the protesters called out, "Open
your eyes and see - it's a state of emergency! "
America's whole health care system is
at risk "if this epidemic is left unchecked,"
said Tim Sweeny, head of Gay Men ' s
Health Crisis in New York City. "If health
care fails in major cities and towns, the
U.S. economy will suffer. So, if your

compassion doesn't move you. let your
calculator move you . Invest in a national
care and prevention strategy now and avoid
much higher costs and lost wages later."
A huge " AIDS Report Card" held by
D.C. AIDS Action Council head Jean
McGuire awarded Bush an "F" in four
categories: national AIDS strategy , furnding, prevention , and access to treatment
and care. It gave him an " incomplete" for
anti-discrimination protection for his failure to push passage of the Americans With
Disabilities Act in the U.S . House of Representatives .
"Blacks, Latinos, Asians , and Native
Americans diagnosed with AIDS are approaching 50 percent of all reported cases,"
said Gil Gerald, of the Minority AIDS
Project in Los Angeles. "Mr. President,
members of (Congress), stop turning a
blind eye toward health care needs of poor
women by allocating resources in a manner that stops pitting communities and
health concern s against one another.''
" If you are wealthy, you can be treated
. and forgiven for your health condition in a
private clinic ," he said. ''If you are poor.
you are labeled criminal and treated as if
you deserve disease. Ame ricans expect
fa irness and compassion from their government. Poor people, including tho se
impoverished because of AIDS. deserve
that all their health care needs be met. The
homeless and undocumented residents have
little or no access to health benefits or
entitlements," Gerald added. "Mr. Bush. if
you believe you represent a civilized,
humane, compassionate nation, then act
accordingly . Respond to the challenge of
AIDS in a way that meets the needs of
people affected by AIDS. Let 's end inequities in the health care system."
Government-based "rhetoric is not what
we need," said Sweeney. "Resources ns
what we need. Compassion is che 9p.
(Medicines such as) Pentamidine, AZT,
and primary care are not."
Response to the AIDS/HIV crisis by
officials has not been irresponsible, said
Phillip Morrow of the People With AIDS

ADVERTISE

Business Card Size Display Ad
for only $25.00
(includes FREE listing in the
classified Ads section)

by John Zeh
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·Coalition in Dallas , ''It's been unrecognizable." Public complacency and indifference is now such a "powerful and dangerous ally to AIDS that when Bush returns to
Texas after leaving office. many of the
people who helped elect him won't be
there to welcome him home,'' he warned .
The protest was organized by a coalition of about 50 AIDS advocacy , activist,
and service groups who answered with
direct action the World Health
Organization 's call for this second international observance.
Ot(:ler sponsors included AIDS Coalition to Network. Organize, and Win; AIDS
Coalition To Unleash Power in New York
City, Lambda Legal Education and Defense Fund, Human Rights Campaign Fund.
· Black Gay and Lesbian Leadership Forum,
and Cleve Jones of The Names (Quilt )
Project. Jones. who addressed an AIDS
forum that morning at the National Institute for Health , rushed back from Bethesaa.
MD, just in time to be arrested.
f
. The call-to-action 's key demands included:
* "establishment of a national health care
policy that meets the needs of American
people ,
* access to necessary trea tments and earl y
intervention now for all people with HIV
infection, and
* development ans;! full-funding of AIDS
education and prevention programs targeted at al I sectors of society."
Protest organizers complained that male
police officers frisked fem ale protesters.
some fastened plastic handcuffs too tightly ,
and wore plastic gloves unneccesarily. But
they mixed seriousness with joviality.
··we ' re here, and we're queer, and we ' re
not touring the White House," people
chanted. Members of D.C. 's Oppression
Under Target! (OUT!) snake-danced
around peers whose arms were locked in
.affinity groups.
''They ' ll see you on the news," protesters turned_poets taunted the large police
contingent loading detainees into three
Metro busses, "Your gloves don't match
your shoes."
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positive _infants. Almost immediately after
approving their application. the Department placed five-week-old Erik in their
home .
Although weak and ill with HIV-related infections, Erik quickly won Millie
and Sue 's hearts and began to thrive under
their care. Shortly after the placement, the
couple began proceedings to adopt him .
The Alameda County DSS. however, rejected Millie and Sue's joint adoption
application. Although the DSS was aware
that infants with AIDS are among the children least likely to find noninstitutional
foster care. let alone a permanent home
through adoption, the Department refused
to set aside its official policy of disapproving joint adoptions by unmarried couples.
Due to the Department · s foot-dragging.
nine precious months passed before the
case would be brought before a jµd ge.
When Millie and Sue's day in court finally
came, the Alameda County Superior Court
rejected the Department's assertion that it
was not in Erik 's best interests to be adopted
by an unmarried couple. By order of the
court. Millie and Sue became Erik 's legal
parents.
L
NCLR clients Michael and Jionathan.
whose story is featured in Newsweek
magazine 'scurrent special issue, "The 21st
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Century Family", are the first gay male
couple in the nation to be approved as joint
adoptive parents.
These recent cases are just two of
NCLR 's many victories on behalf of lesbian and gay parents and those who wish to
become parents through adoption and foster·parenting programs. Over the past three
years, NCLR has either litigated - or
advised those who have litigated - virtually every contested adoption case in the
nation involving lesbian and gay parents.
As the only public-interest law first of
its kind in the county, the NCLR (formally
the Lesbian Rights Project) has, throughout its 12 year history, led the movement to
recognize and protect the rights of lesbians, gay men. and their families .

Leather Group Helps
San Francisco Quake Zone
SOURCE: National Leather Association
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enough. The ne wly-established SAN
FRANCISCO BAY AREA CHAPTER of
the NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOCIATION is coordinating a relieffund spec ifically directed at all members of the huge
Leather/SM/Fetish community living in
the quake zone. While loss of life within
this community has been minimal. many
individuals have had their homes or their
livelihoods destroyed. It is to help these
members of our Leather/SM/Feti sh family
that the fund has been developed.
Throughout the country, various groups
of individuals are hosting fund-rai sers or
supplying private donations to help the
Bay Area leather fami ly quake victims. If
you wish to contribute, or to organize a
fund-raiser, please contact NLA:SAN
FRANCISCO BAY AREA CHAPTER at
484 Lake Park Ave. #16, Piedmont, CA,
94610, or call (415) 465-6008 for more
information.
Surplus funds will be donated to local
AIDS charities.

Out/Write '90 Begins March 3
in San Francisco
SOURCE: Out/Look

Out/Write '90, the first-ever national
lesbian and gay writers conference, will
feature poets Allen Ginsberg and Judy
Grahn as keynote spealcers at the March 34, 1990, event in San Francisco. The conference will focus on the past, present and
future of gay and lesbian writing.
Grahn is the author of Another Mother
Tongue and numerous volumes of poetry.
including the feminist classic The Common Woman Poems. The work of Ginsberg,
the author of Howl, is collected in White
Shrouds and Collected Poems: 1947-1980.
Their reflections on the literary landscape
of the lesbian and gay community will lead
off two days of two dozen workshops,
panels and other disc ussions relevant to
lesbian and gay writers and their work.

continued on page 16

The recent devastating earthquake in
northern California has had a tremendous
impact on the enJi re population of this huge
metropolitan area. While the Red Cross
has stepped in to do noble works, and while
federal aid is on the way , these are not
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Sunrise Aluto
Sunrise .Au1to
Sunrise Auto1

by James One
Katahdin, the highest peak in the state
of Maine and the first spot in the United
States to catch the rays of the rising sun,
had been quiet for so long that few people
remembered that the mountain was an
ancient volcano. Then, one spring morning,
increased activity deep in the core pushed
magma upward in the ·central _vent until
steam and hot gases exploded under pressure, blowing the top off Katahdin. A great
cloud of ash, smoke, vapor and pulverized
rock, supercharged with static electricity,
formed above the damaged dome while the
mountain itselftre_mbled with intense seismic activity.
The eruption of Katahdin did not take
everyone by surprise. Days before the event
beavers had been obseFved S,Japping their
tails on the water and birds that normally
migrate to the mountain in spring had flown
instead to the seashore. It seems that only
hum.an beings had no premonition that
something unusual was about to happen.
The hikers, fishermen and tourists in the
wilderness surrounding Katahdin had
awakened casually from sleep on the fa.teful morning and blithely stepped out of
tents and rented cabins to watch the sunrise. Not one of them seems to have noticed
the ominous unnatural silence outdoors.
Many admitted later that the sudden violent eruption caught them in the act of
taking a deep breath to begi n whistling
" zi ppety-doo-dah."

The worst loss of life.01:curred
in Portland when a flow of lava
emptied into the harbor at
'lunchtime.
Forest Warden Leonard Cremains and
his wife lived in a log house maintained by
the Forestry Service a mille below the
summit ofKatahdin (an Indian word meaning "Large Mountain"). The Cremains were
dressed and having coffee wlhen the earthquake struck. Cremains dumJPed his coffee
into his lap and had to jump up and pull
down his trousers and underpants to keep
from being scalded by the hot liquid. Mrs.
Cremains was luckier - she spilled her
coffee on her cat Heat (an Indian word
meaning "Cat"). The startled cat scrambled
wildly across the jittering kitchen table and
ran outdoors with a new lotte,ry ticket Mrs .
Cremains had a hunch was a winner plastered to its wet fur. "Get that: ticket, Len!" ·
Mrs. C. shouted just as her be:er can collection toppled from the shelves: with a nervewracking noise. Cremains pmsued the cat
outdoors, hobbled by the pants around his
ankles. On the porch of the cabin he ran :
straight into the arms of a mature female
tourist from Bombay who screamed in
surprise, "iiiiiiiii !" (an Indian word meaning "EEEEEEEE! ")
The magma in the volcano's core would
have risen up the central vent and flowed
over the lip of the reopened crater like a
great fiery river except that, luckil y, a fis sure appeared in the southern flank of the
mountain. The lava was released from this
new opening instead, flowing more as a

stream than a river but very rapidly thanks
to the low viscosity of the lava. Explosions
inside the mountain and the accompanying
earth tremors continued but were relatively
mild. A blizzard of hot ash blanketed the
forest and drew a veil over the sun. The
hissing, shaking and rumbling of Katahdin
instantly attracted hundreds of scientists.
The temperature of the lava was nearly
I 000 degrees centigrade and it had a flow
velocity of 20 mph . There was a 30%
chance of a second eruption. The experts
making the measurements and predictions
were clearly enjoying themselves. Those
guys love cataclysms. One scientist dipping out lava samples with an ordinary
coffee can called to a scientist nearby and,
flourishing the can, said,"Suitable for java
and lava." The two of them laughed their
heads off while all around them men and
women uninterested in science fled the
mountain on foot, half-dressed, terrified,
screaming.
,1.
The further the stream of lava progressed from its source the slower it moved,
making its course predictable, diminishing
the likelihood of a high death toll . Property
damage quickly surpassed that of the
famo us fire of 1947. The unstoppable outpouring of lava - about 12 feet wide, 4 feet
thick and more than a hundred miles long
by the time it reached the city of Bangor rolled out of Katahdin like a hellish red
carpet nobody found welcoming. It destroyed everything in its path and left a
wake of burning woods and towns, ponds
transformed into boiling columns of steam,
roads blocked by fiery debris, airports
closed, mains broken, utility lines downed.
It quickly became obvious that equipment
normally used to clean up a mess - paper
towels, for instance - would be utterly
useless in this situation.
·

Jasper Wyman appeared on
televi~ion and called for a day of
prayer to ask for God's forgiveness
and an end to the tribulation.
On the outskirts of Bangor the lava
suddenly underwent a process of extrusion
and totally destroyed the city in about an
hour's time, then broke into a dozen streams
that flowed off in all directions. In a matter
of days many of Maine 's best known landmarks were.reported destroyed: LL Bean,
Bowdoin College, Downeast Magazine ,
, the Camden public; restrooms, that yard
with the rocks painted to look like frogs,
Old Orchard Beach, Bath Iron Works , the
statute of Andre the Seal, all Wyeths. The
worst loss of life occurred in Portland
when a flow oflava emptied into the harbor
at lunchtime. The lava instantly turned the
harbor into a s·uperheated, churning maelstrom and a famous floating seaf?od res-

taurant was tom from its dock and tossed
about the waves. Everyone inside the
unmoored restaurant hung on for dear life
but the rocking and pitching were so fierce
that one by one all the diners on board, still
wearing lobster bibs, were thrown overboard into the boiling water.

I did my part to appease the
Almighty by mincing around all day
with one hand on my hip and the
other ...
I

I

The govemorofMaine toured the state,
inspecting the areas most affected by the
volcano and the fires, then returned to the
capitol for a press conference. He appeared
before reporters looking concerned but stil I
maintaining the youthful expression of
vapid self-assurance that is his trademark,
his hair neatly ~ombed in that characteristic way that makes hairdressers across the
state think, whenever they see the governor on television, "I 'd like to try styling his
hair. I'm sure I could do something with
it." The governor had announced that the
city of Bangor would be completely rebuilt
provided someone could think of a reason
why it should be; so far no one had been
able to, but there was still time.
In the question a~d answer period following the governor's remarks an outspoken reporter reminded the governor that
many of the destroyed schools, bridges,
parks and airfields across the state had been
named for famous politicians and military
men that the public later learned had been
ruthless, power-hungry buttholes with a
penchant for abusing subordinates and
seducing vulnerable female admirers. So,
the reporter asked, when these memorials
are rebuilt would they be named after more
worthy Americans this time, say, witty
waitresses and compassionate car mechanics?
Motel owners, souvenir merchants and
other business people who depended on the
tourist trade for their livelihood feared that
the volcano would discourage out-of-staters
from visiting Maine. Television COfi1mercials and print ads extolling the Maine
Vacation Experience were disseminated as
usual, but these efforts to lure people to
Maine were subverted by reports in the
national media of days in Maine turned into
night by smoke and ash, nights in Maine
turned into day by flaming forests, forked
lightning, fountains of lava. Resorts with
golf courses could claim truthfully that
golfing in the state was more bearable than
usual since heat and smoke made the courses
ins~ct-free; on the other hand the continuous earth tremors made fifty or so putts per
player on each green not uncommon.
The devastating economic consequences of a tourist boycott of Maine could

hardly be underestimated . Every summer ·
Maine was invaded by thousands of vacationers - an amazing number considering
how well Nature had tried to protect the
state by giving it a cold, rocky coastline, an
impenetrable, mosquito-infested northern
forest, a precipitous western range of
mountains. The breech in these defenses
(as anyone who has circumnavigated the
state knows) was in the south, at the very
point where Maine was attached to the rest
of the union. Here and here alone there
were no formidable natural obstacles to
check migration . Nevertheless, for many
years outsiders had been prevented even
here from penetrating deeply into Maine
territory by a great wall of overpriced motels
and restaurants. But then a long spear had
been thrust into the heart of Maine in the
form of an interstate highway that permitted rapid travel from Boston and New York
to Maine 's interior. Tourists had flocked in
and, not surprisingly, Maine has ever since
been up to here in flocking touri sts .

We undressed then rooted around
in the boxes of clothing.
Religious leaders were just as ineffective as politicians in solving the problems
caused by the volcano, and just as garrulous. Jasper Wyman appeared on telev ision and called for a day of prayer to ask for
God ' s forgiveness and an end to the tribulation . Jasper Wyman was head of the
Maine Christian Civic League but was
perhaps better known nationally as Ronald
Reagan 's first wife. Hi s Christian Civic
League was a right-wing quasi-religious
organization that claimed to have a membership of thousands although, curiously,
whenever the League held a rally only
about two dozen people showed up. Wyman
thought that the eruption of the volcano
was a sign of God 's displeasure with sinful
Mainers, and felt that anyone killed by the
volcano probably deserved it. As I listened
to him explain the need for intense, continuous, day-long state-wide prayer to win
God's mercy, I grew thoughtful. I considered the contrast between Jesus, the original Christian, and Jasper, the modem version, and wondered: What went wrong? I
wondered why our nation's heroes, leaders, and experts were all stiff-necked, whiteskinned, middle-aged males wearing business suits. I wondered if somewhere in the
universe there was a planet exactly like
ours only with no gay men , no lesbians, no
blacks, no Jews, and consequently, no
theater, no dance, no stand-up comedy , no
jazzorbluesorrock'n'roll. lfso, whatdid
the inhabitants of that planet do for entertainment? I took a guess: they went fishing
and boating, played horseshoes, sang hymns
and ''The Star-Spangled Banner," read
James Michener novels, watched golf and
tennis on TV. 000000, I thought envi-
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ously, sounds like such fun!
Maine citizens heeded Wyman ' s plea
for a day of uninterrupted prayer although
it required them to go about their normal
daily activities with heads bowed and hands
folded under their chins as much of the
time as possible. I found it interesting ·to
hang around stores and watch the most
devout resolutely trying to open doors, to
shop, to put tomatoes into a bag and so oil,
using only their elbows so that they could
keep their hands folded and remain, technically at least, in prayer mode. Some citizens seemed confused about the spirit of
the occasion and walked around all day
with a hand clapped over their heart, or
saluting, as if they thought the day had a
patriotic or military significance. I did my
part to appease tbe Almighty my mincing
around all day with one hand on my hip and
the other extended before me as though
offered for a kiss, just in case what was
bugging God was that humanity ,hadn't
been acting effeminate enough .
One evening I had to drive to a remote
Red Cross facility to interview a man named
Wilbur for my newspaper, to find out from
him what the Red Cross was doing for
victims of the volcano. The ubiquitous fine
gray as h blowing in the wind forced me to
stop my car every few mil es to remove and
shake out the air filter in order· to keep the
engine running smoothly . On one of these
stops on a deserted country road I asked
myself that universal question : to pee or
not to pee? Well I thought, it 's free , it 's
easy, it ' s fun - so why not? While standing
behind a tree at the side of the road I grew
thoughtful. The good thing about the volcano was that now people had something to
talk about besides t:heir cars and their pets.
The bad thing of course was the effect on
the environment. Environment had seemed
like something huge and remote until I'd
seen it, with my own eyes, burning, boiling, and full of smoke. Now I knew that it
wasn ' t so big; in fact, it was only a few
yards deep and a few yards high, reaching
from the bottoms of our wells to the tops of
the trees. So - we humans lived in a sordid
little patch of dirt and leaves, and we weren't
much safer from sudden danger than the
bugs on the ground we heedlessly walked
on every day. Somehow this insight was
painful and I zipped up my pants hastily,
catching my dick in t_he zipper. This too
was painful , very painful , more painful by
far than any insight I'd ever experienced.

The dresses slid from our
shoulders, pausing only
momentarily at our hips before ...
The Red Cross building was in a remote
area away from the town it served. A fie ld
nearby was burning and one man, Mr·.
Wilbur, I presumed, was fi ghting to keep
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the flames from setting the building afire .
There wasn ' t time for introductions. As
soon as I stepped from my car Mr. Wilbur
tossed me a shovel and, surprisingly, a look
of disdain. I guessed he preferred a less
puny and tentative-looking companion in a
crisis. Mr. Wilbur, short, stout, fifty-ish,
. exuded the humorless arrogance of the
determined, responsible man. He bristled
with symbols of competence: ballpoint
pens, keys on a ring, a big watch, a measuring tape clipped to his belt. It was safe to
bet that as well as serving as a Red Cross
volunteer he was also a mill foreman or
plumbing inspector or contractor, a former
army man, a faithful husband, a rigid father, a doting grandparent, and that he
makes birdhouses in his basement. His
disdain for me struck me as funny - not as
hilarious as the talent competition in the
Miss America pageant, but amusing.

Mr. Wilbu'r jui,iped up and ran
naked around the room, his arms
extended like wings.
, Mr. Wilbur ran back and forth with a
garden hose, directing the stream of water
at smouldering shingles on the wall s of the
Red Cross Building. I used the shovel he' d
given me to beat out patches of burning
grass. It was boring, tiring work and went
on fo r hours. The heat was intense, the
smoke maddening. We could hear the
voices of others far away , Jighting larger
blazes in distant woods, but no one arrived
to help us. It was ironic that I found myself
· in this situation considering that I' d gone
into journalism to avoid doing any real
work.
It was after midnight before the danger
passed. Mr. Wilbur and I, exhausted and
filthy , our clothing scorched, full of sparks,
agonizingly uncomfortable, staggered into
the building we'd just saved. The electricity wasn't working but the glow of far-off
fires made some light inside. We were in a
single room filled with shelves of canned
food and boxes of clothing and bedding. "I
got to get out of these clothes," Mr. Wilbur
said, sounding a little delirious. Me, too. ·
We undressed, then rooted around in the
boxes of clothing. It was hard to find anything in the semi-darkness and when we'd
finished dressing Mr. Wiibur had on a
sleeveless housedress and fuzzy slippers a humiliating costume for a man such as he
but the best he could do under the circumstances. I'd been luckier. I was wearing a
rather smart black thing with plunging
neckline and puff sleeves. I was about to
compl ain that I couldn ' t find shoes that
we nt with thi s dress when I noticed that Mr.
Wilbur was ex peri encing some sort of seizure. He was staring at me with deep
emoti on, mak ing the faces of a man carefull y shaving.
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Sudderily Mr. Wilbur reached out and
great. This was life as it should be lived.
pulled me against him with bruising force ,
The volcano had exploded our inhibitions
smothering my small cry of surpri se with
and everywhere in the state people were
letting themselves go - driving as fast as
the fierce hardness of his ki ss. My lips
opened under hi s silent inexorable pleadthey liked, hunting and fi shing whenever
ing, waking in me a rage of desire as my
and whenever they pleased , skippingwork,
body melted into his, my mouth softening,
swimming nude, smoking in non-smoking
answering his passion: Thi s was madness
sections, visiting the salad bar as many
but such a stirring , fl aming madness that I
times as they felt like it. This was It . . . Life
couldn't resist. I pressed him closer, bend... Passion .. . Adventure ... Freedom . .
. Pain ... Pain? l'dhit a .tree. The damll:ge .
ing him slowl y backwa rd, ignoring hi s
mute plea for merc y as he was tossed
to my car was extensive and I was trapped
helplessly on the tide of hi s clamoring - _ in the wreckage. How convenient- I didn 't
have to open my hood to see theengine,just
senses . The hard fl ame of my mouth seered
through him , kindling a hot, dark tide that
my eyes . I dazedly checked my personal
possessions beginning with the things in
flooded over both of us. His mouth moved
on mine with small excl amations of posmy shirt poc ket - pens, notebook, dipstick .
session and desire as great swirl s of sensa... An emergency crew arrived. I wontion began to multiply and consume him. I
dered if my injuries were serious until the
held him even tighter and he returned the
crew began sorting the wreckage into two
increasing pressure of my mouth, the whole
piles: pieces of the car here, pieces of the
of him responding so passionately to my
driver over there. Serious.
unspoken demands that he could harbor no
doubt that his overwhelming need matched
The damage to my car was
mine. The long drugging kisses made us
feverish with desire as our hands lingered
extensive and I was trapped in the
reverently over each other's bodies until
wreckage.
with need-driven boldness our fingers
fumbled with the fastenings of our dresses.
New molten waves of sensation hit us and
I'm going to be okay. But I'll be in the
low anguished moans escaped from our
hospital for a long time, recuperating. I'm
throats as fire sweeping through our veins
told by an orderly that Katahdin had erupted
swiftly consumed the last remnants of rea second time. He says, "No one was killed
sistance. The dresses slid from our shoulthis time, thank God." I grow thoughtful.
ders, pausing only momentarily at our hips
God - was it He Who caused the volcano to
before urging fingers thrust them down to
erupt? Did it happen because He ' s careless
fall in crumpled heaps around our feet.
or because He's cruel? Should we deny
Whew. It was very romantic, this little
Him certain privileges to let Him know
outbreak of passion, and like fine furniture
we 're too happy with the way things are
had a hand-rubbed finish. Afterward, lying
going - perhaps stop capitalizing His probeside me on a bed of crushed cardboard
nouns? Humans of course are cruel and
boxes full of diapers, Mr. Wilbur lit two
careless too. Our most casual acts are cacigars and passed me one. We puffed sitastrophes for sma'ller creatures. A footstep
lently for a few moments, then Mr. Wilbur
is an avalanche in an ant hill, a passing car
said duti fully, "The American Red Cross is
is a deadly hurricane for a squirrel trying to
a private voluntary service organization
cross the road. No wonder the other creafinanced mostly by contributions from the
tures of the earth far and hate we humans.
public." I'd forgotten all about the purpose
I ask one of the nurses who visited Katahdin
of my vi sit here. I crawled around searchafter the second eruption how much more
ing for my clothes , my notebook, a pencil.
of its top the mountain lost. It used to 5268
feet high. How tall is it now? She considMr. Wilbur jumped up and ran naked around
ers, then holders her hand palm down about
the room, his arms extended like wings. I
four feet off the floor. The second eruption
feared that too little rest and too much
leveled the mountain. The first thing the
excitement had unbalanced.his mind. "The
rays of the morning sun now strike in the
Red Cross' aims are to improve the quality
United States is an auto parts store in a
of human life and enhance individual selftown west of the ruined mountain. The
reliance and concern for others," he instore has changed its name to Sunrise auto
toned sarcastically, pulling a large black
and is on its way to becoming a major
bra out of a box and putting it on with
difficulty . "Red Cross services help people
tourist attraction.
I'm being released from the hospital to
avoid, prepare for and cope with emergencontinue my convalescence at home, but
cies when they occur," he said poutingly,
first a young doctor visits me in my room,
looking over his shoulder at me like Betty
sits on th~ edge of my bed and gives me a
Grable in that famous wartime pin-up,
little pep talk. He warns me that I may
waggling his hips to emphasize certain
never walk again without the use of a cane.
words. He pulled pantyhose on over his
"But don't let this get you down," he says.
plump hairy legs and jammed a chintzy
"There are worse things in life than loss of
showercap onto his head. He sang of the
mobility." Like what? I ask. "Well,loss of
goodness of the Red Cross while running
hair, for one thing," he says bitterly, feeland leaping about, a travesty of a ballerina,
ing th~ top of his head.
conducting an imaginary orchestra with
his cigar. Suddenly he and I were not alone.
A woman was standing in the doorway,
My brother thinks I should see a
letting her eyes get used to the dawn light.
"Burt?" A low, moody voice. "We worried
psychiatrist.
when you didn ' t come home. " Mr. Wilbur
had stopped frisking about - my cue, I
thought, to ·politely slip away so he could
I'm glad to get away from the hospital.
I haven't had much respect for doctors
be alone with his wife while he explained
everything.
since evidence was uncovered that the
After throwing on my clothes and whismedical establishment sponsored the expering thank you to Mr. Wilbur for hi s time
termination of Native Americans in the last
and trouble I leaped into my car and tore off
century out of fear that Indian knowledge
down the hi ghway th ro ugh the low drift ing
of .inexpensive healing by herbs would
smoke of forest fires toward a beautifu l
make it difficult for doctors to achieve the
bl oody ri sing sun . I was doing 70 but other
cars were pass ing ine doing 90. Thi s was
continued on page 12
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Sunrise Auto
prestige and the fantastic earnings they
now enjoy.
It's lonely living alone. I get through
the long hours of the day wi1th the help of
television, even though watching so much
TV is like death by excruciiatingly slow
electrocution. In order to .get through the
long hours of the night I take up smoking
again. It's stupid to smoke - unless you
suffer from insomnia, then it''s a necessity .
They say smoking dulls your sense of taste
and that may be true. I absentmindedly ate
a tennis ball for breakfast one morning and
only realized it wasn't a peach when I
didn't find a pit inside.

I absentmindedly ate a tennis ball
for breakfast one morning and only
realized it wasn't a pea1i:h when I
didn't find a pit inside.
tric, and I don't think I' II ever get depressed
enough to kill myself by the revolting and
unusual method of baking my head.
My brother thinks I should see a psychiatrist. Ha! - I discovered long ago that
soaking in hot water for ain hour a day
produces the same results as intensive
therapy at a fraction of the cost. The chief
benefit of a hot bath is that it produces
temporary amnesia. One forgets for awhile
about war, disease, racism, Jerry Falwell,
Nixon , Kissinger, Reagan, Rehnquist, Dr.
Joyce Brothers, Robin Leach, Barbara
Walters, the Boston Pops, Star Search,
People magazine, and the other horrors of
contemporary life. After a bath my memory returns and I grow thouglhtful. we have
such a high regard for our minds and
thoughts, yet we prize most those moments
of forgetfulness during sex, drunkeness,
Pee-wee's Playhouse and hot baths when
we experience the exquisite pleasure of no
thoughts , no mind. Evidently a blank mind
is the secret of happiness, and may explain
why that guy - what's his name? - George
Bush - always looks so cheerful and selfsatisfied.
I keep my whiskey in the freezer. I don ' t
know why . Someone told me a long time
ago that it was a good thing to do and I've
done it ever since. One bottle I buy is too
tall to stand in the freezer compartment of
my refrigerator so I lay it on i1ts side. It leaks
overnight. In the morning I discover I've
lost half the bottle. Then, while cleaning up
th_e pool of spilled whiskey in the freezer,
disaster strikes - my tongue freezes to the
metal.

I can't get loose. I know I'm going to
die . My head is going ro freeze solid like
Scott of the Antartic only I won't become
posthumously famous like he did sirice I
can't reach a pen and paper to record my
last heroic thoughts. I can't reach anything.
I can't reach the plug to disconnect the
refrigerator. I can't get to the freezer controls to tum everything off because they're
inside the main compartment of the refrigerator and my body prevents me from
opening the lower door. I'm afraid that
even if someone looks in on me on the way
to work to see if I'm all right he won ' t
realize I'm in desperate peril. My friend
will see my standing before my refrigerator
with my head in the freezer, waving my
arms, mutterly incoherently, and he 'II think
I 'm simply saying something like, "Where
the hell are those frozen waffles I bought
last week!" I'm truly doomed. I grow
thoughtful. How quickly Life can segue
from triumph to tragedy to farce, and how
eager it seems to be to do so. You 're on top
of the world one moment and the next
you 're standing helplessly in your kitchen ,
wearing a refrigerator as a dunce ' s cap.
I try futively to cheermyselfup with the
inspirational maxim: when Life gives you
lemons, make lemonade. Then I have a
better idea: when Life gives you Lemons,
make whiskey sours. My brother, a clergyman, drops in occasionally to see how I'm
doing and doesn't like what he sees. He's
not like me - he doesn ' t drink or smoke or
get depressed or watch the Saturday morning cartoon shows. He says if I keep on like
this I'll end up sticking my head in the
oven. I appreciate his concern anq try to
reassure him. My stove isn't gas, it's elecKatahdin saves my life, even though it
is now more molehill than mountain . It
spews up one last trickle oflava,justenough
to knock down power lines and temporarily disrupt the electricity in my home. My
refrigerator goes off and in the next few
hours my tongue slowly defrosts. Just as I
pull myself away from my icy coffin my
brother arrives to see how I am today. I'm .
a mess. My face is numb and frcsty , my
breath reeks of whiskey, my legs are weak,
my pajama bottoms soiled. Since my brother _
doesn ' t approve of me in my best moments, I imagine that he does not now
consider me an impressive sight.
" Look at yourself," he says. "You seem
to undergoing a program of debasement
rather than a program of recuperation. Do
you know what debasement is?"
"Yes, of course I do," I say with dignity.
"It's de place under de house."
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The Amazon·Trail
My Straight Friend
by Lee Lynch

I've just moved back to the country
again, to a high ce ilinged house heated by
wood and recently blessed , on Thanksgiving Day ; by a gathering of friend s who, like
magician s. added the final touches that
made the transformation of house to home.
Times like these bring my old friend Who
to mind.
"'Who did thi s?" I'd ask when there was
a mess or a mi stake at work .
"There you go again." she ' d reply .
"always blaming me ...
In packing for the move I came across
the conch shell and brain coral Who had
lugged back from St. Thomas. Who and he r
hu sband , that is. She hadn't dared tell him
the heavy coral was for me . I was still
persona 11 0 11 grata to Mr. Who .
Thi s was in the mid -seventies. I was
manag ing convenience markets and was
transferred to the store where Who worked.
in a small Connecti cut city.
'"Ruth told me you were quee r,.. confided Who later abo ut my predecessor. " I
was scared to death~' Then she laughed her
hoarse rich laugh. ··u ntil I found o ut you
were a pussycat."
Who, at thirty-five , was a native of that
city. which was not any more accustomed
to gays than she was. Winning her approval
meant everything to the success of the
store. She knew everyone and everything
in town . She could wring a smile out of the
sourest c ustomers. and defuse the nastiest
si tuations with the neighborhood delinquents who, before my arrival , had used the
store as base camp.
I 'II never know what turned the tide for
me . I just ran the store. lived my life and
never made a pass to Who.
She was. of course, a civilian, as they
used to say on the street. She and Mr. Who

had four little whos. Precious, her name for
her eldest son, was the apple of her eye. I
hired three of the four kids before I was .
done. As was his habit, Mr. Who came in
every morning for hi s pack of Winstons,
and never said a word to me. No smile , no
eye contact, just a silent grump. He didn ' t
approve of queers and his fea.r of us felt
me nacing to me.
But Who, as the weeks, then months,
went by warmed to our partnership. 1 think
the job came at just the right time in her life .
I wasn't the only one Mr. Who grumped at
and the kids were marching quickl y through
adolescence and out of her life. At the store
Who was findin g a whole world of people
and places she · d never dreamed of knowing.
The first breakthrough came with the
company Christmas party. Wide-eyed, Who
found herself year after year soc iali zing
with a predominantly gay crowd . She even
came to the company barbecue. Where
none of us made passes at her.
Ir did n 'r hurt that we gen uinely li ked
each other. She taught me how to make a
home, giving me household hints, coaching me on marriage. As much as she learned
about gay people. I learned about straights.
She was the first woman friend whom I
loved without fee ling compelled to express
myself sex uall y. She liked my loverand we
went to women ' s softball games together.
She thrived aro und the gay male employees and could out-queen them any day.
Beyond that, she was a warm and concerned woman, got involved in our relationship rifts, was all ears for the gay grape~
vine - and continued to be scared of us
lesbians.
I know thi s because , although we were
by ·now like family to one another, Who
/

w.as a mess the first time we enticed her to
a gay bar.
She had never seen so many of us all at
once . She didn 't take her coat off that first
time , and her smi le was almost as hard to
unearth as her husband' s. She was courageous in her defiance of Mr. Who , of
everything she'd been taught about people
different than herself, and it worried her to
sneak out to a gay bar. But what worried
her more immediately was etiquette.
"What .do I say if one of them asks me
to dance?"
" How about yes? Or no thank you?"
The night reminded me how far I'd
come from my first out days when I saw
myself as some kind of stomping lustbreathing monster because that 's how lesbians were portrayed. Who, my friend, my
mainstay at wo rk , even !rusting me wi th
her kids - underneath it all still saw us as
monsters.
We went to the bars a time or two after
that, but more ofte n settled for my condo.
Who made banana bread to send to my
mother every Christmas. When I was transferred to another store in the same c ity, and
then yet another, Who transferred with me .
I went through the tortures of the damned
when I had to leave the job because I knew
I'd lose her eventually.
Mr. Who came in my last day and said,
"Thi nks for all you ' ve done for my family. " He even smiled .
Then he accepted a job in southern
California, site of his happy-go-lucky
Marine days. Though Who loved her home
town and had always kept her sanity through
her roots, Mr. Whodidn ' tgive herachoice.
She packed up the kids and fo llowed her
man .
They bought a house. She sent p,ictures

of herself, drink in hand, by the pool. The
oldest daughter got married , gave Who a
grandchild. She came east as often as she
could. Each time she showed up on our
doorstep unannounced , she ' d be more
hoarse, more lined, and would drink more,
smoke more. When Mr. Who began seeing
other women the kids threw him out. There
was my beloved straight friend abandoned
on the other side of the country far from
everything that held meaning for her except her kids. She found a bookkeeping job
on the strength of her store experience. She
dated.
One night she called, talked about a
man she ' d gone out with. "And g uess where
he took me! A gay bar! I can 't get away
from it," she said with a: sad laugh. All her
laughter was sad by then .
I moved west too. I' d grown far enough
apart from Who that I did n' t call her as I
passed through Cali forni a, excited about
my new life. A day or two afte r I reached by
own western home the call came from one
of the old crowd. ·
"Who 's dead. She killed herself.''
This week , 1brought my more precious
possessions to my fiew home before the
movers came. I placed Who 's pink conch
shell and the heavy coral , as always, beside
my front door, giving thanks fo r my straight
friend.

Lee Lynch is th e author of seven hooks
including Dusty's Queen of Hearts Diner;
Old Dyke Tales and The Swashbuckler.
Her column "The Amazon Trail" appears
in ten papers nationwide. From a family of
New Englanders , she now lil'es in Southern
Oregon ·with her lol'er and three cats dnd
earns her living in the social serl'ices. Her
most recent book is Sue Slate, Private Eye
from Naiad Press, a mystery featuring a
lesbian cat detective .
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Gaybriefs(c)
continued from page 6
tions are bitter, angry and hurting. These
sex ads seem to be proof that gay men, and
their sexuality, are part of the system that
has kept womyn "down" so long. Reading
about our conferences and polit'ical battles
between ourselves points out the fact that
we gay men (that's all of us really, no
matter how politically aware we are) are
hot sensitive to the same issues that womyn
are sensitive to. Sometimes we are insensitive. Flaunting symbols of male sexual
dominance in front of our sis1ters. What is
sexual freedom to gay men is sexual oppression to lesbian womyn. Often we are
supportive of their oppression without
thinking or being aware of it. Are we really
two separate communities with separate
goals, hopes and dreams? Where can we, as
a community, find common ground?
Let me suggest some places that our
"common ground" might be found by correcting some ofWinnow's false statements
in her article: people reacted as they did,
becoming caregivers, buddies, AIDS activists and members of ACT-UP, womyn
included, not because they are "trained to
take care of men," but because the medical
treatment we, as gay men , were receiving,
wasn't even human. Doctor's would not,
and some still will not, treat us. Life saving
medicines were and are withheld by the
government agenc ies that are suppose to
help us. Potential life saving treatments are
slowed down . Research is underfunded,
and often when funded, those funds were
not used. We are thrown out of apartments,'
sometimes burned out of our homes.

sick. Hospital rooms were left dirty, sheets
unchanged, patients unwashed. The police
touch us with rubber gloves. Dentists won't
treat us . Minister's won't conduct our
funerals. It is the righteous outrage at seeing such behavior towards other human
beings that brought men and womyn into
this fight for life. Not the fact that "women
take care of men ... " Don't kid yourself, if
this were a disease of lesbian womyn, the
same lack of humane _treatment could be
.expected. It 's us they ' re afraid of as much
as AIDS.
.
Where is our common ground? Homohatred and oppression of womyn are related. The root of both is in misogyny and
heterosexism. Straight society says that we
gay men get AIDS because we have sex
like womyn, and so break those male
dominance heterosex ual rules which literally put men on top. We gay men are hated
because we threaten the status of other
men, straight men, by breaking down that
clearly defined man over womyn structure
that has held on in this society for so long.
We don 't "keep our places" because we
"act like womyn ." We aren't a threat to the
American Family, we are just a threat to the
American male. A threat to his place on top
. of the hierarchial structure of the American
family. There is only one group who
threaten the system of male dominance
better than we gay men do, that's lf! sbians
- womyn who don 'teven need men. Womyn
who don ' t need and won't accept the given
male hiearchy. Here is our common ground.
Fighting for justice against heterosexism
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and male dominance. Fighting for justice.
If in our own relationships, as caregivers
and activists, as brothers and sisters, we are
not just to each other, then certainly we
have little to be proud of. Our community's
reaction to AIDS, a reaction of love. compassion and courage, is built on sand if it is
not built on justice and just relations. As
the theologian Carver Heyware ways:
"Where there is not justice - between two
people or among thousands - there is no
love . And where there is no justice/no love .
sexuality is perverted into violence and
violation ... "
As a community we are not simply
fighting to gain " private privileges" for our
bedrooms. If it were that simple, if it truly
were a matter of privacy as so many of our
leaders seem to think it is, nobody would
care and we would have every right and
privilege we have asked for. Gay men and
lesbian womyn threaten the system of male
dominance that is at the heart of how our
culture operates. Only by looking carefully
at that fact, and considerlng what we can do
to help the cause of womyn, can gay men
ever expect to gain their own rightful and
just place in society.
The one thing I am sure of. however, is
that what we should not do is fight between
ourselves. Blame each other for our problems. AIDS and gay men have not been and
are not now the reason · that r monies for
cancer, or any other cause, have been cut.
They have been cut because of a mi sguided, death rather than life-oriented
administration n~ns thi s country. To think

otherwise is to support Bush/Reagan and
the right wing push towards killing us all.
Ambulances won't take us to the hospital.
Nurses wouldn't feed os when we were
We care about each other because of our
ability to love. We are caregivers because
that's how we chose to react to inhumanity
and' injustice. Not because of how our
parents brought us up, because of penis
envy or Electra complexes. Our abil ity to
put aside these differences. if only temporarily. in the name of justice and love,
speaks of our humanity . We call out for
justice, not revenge.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Roche is a Unitarian Minister. licensed and certified member of the American Assoc iation of Sex
Educators. Counselors and Therapists. He
is a regular contributor to Our Own Community Press in Norfolk. Virginia. Comments can be sent to : GA YBRIEFS. 747
Union Street. Brooklyn. New York 11215.
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372 Fore St
Old Porl
Portland
773.6884

Bellville Counselin~J Associates wishes to announce
groups with openings:
• Gay men dealing with co-dependency, ACOA,
sexual abuse and addiction issues.
• Men and women dealing with sex and love
addiction issues.
·
Contact us for morie information, (207) 729-8727.

e, Stanwood Street,

P. 0 . [3ox 186, [3runswic11, ME 04011-0186 (207) 729-8727

CArt AlWJ\YS 1NIGHJS Aw~~K
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 47 MIDDLE STREET 774-93ffi
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Open
aeven day• ·
per week

HOURS: 5- CLOSING

D.S. Lalq
FANCY FLOWERS
468 Fore Street. Portland. Moine

•

1-207- 772-3881
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TTorch Song a Smash
in Oslo

FUNDAMENTALISTS "FORBID" GAY G.AMES Ill FROM HAPPENING
Released by: Celebration '90: Gay
Games III and Cultural Festival

Unnamed ··Christian J-eaders who ' li've
in Greater'Vanco'u've·r- shocked org'an izers " '
of Celebration '90: Gay Games Ill and
Cultural Festival last month with full-page
ads in the city's two major daily n~wspapers calling for the Games not to take place.
'"WE THEREFORE WITH ALL
REVERENCE AND SERIOUS INTENTION, IN CHRIST'S NAME, MAKE A
PUBLIC STATEMENT: THAT BECAUSE THESE GAMES WILL BRING
GOD'S JUDGEMENT UPON US ALL
IN THIS CITY, WE THEREFORE FORBID THEM IN THE NAME AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST. WE
BELIEVE THEY THEY SHALL NOT
TAKE PLACE," one section of the ads
stated.
The ads also called for ··Spiritual Warfare."
Running under the banner headline
"TIME IS RUNNING OUT," the advertise ments immediately provoked a storm
of controversy in Vancouver. Sponsors of
the two ads, which were reported to have
cost $ 15,000, refused to identify themselves or to speak to the press.
Celebration '90 organizers were quick
to respond to a barrage of media attention.
"'We are disappointed that a group of people
would be willing to spend this amount of .
money attempting to control the legal activities of another group· of Canadians,"

. ..,
Barry Mc'o'el( a .director of the Celebration '90 tfoarcl. told.the Vancouver·su·n ,
one of the two papers to run the ads.
"This kind of action, while directed at
the gay and lesbian community this time,
can be directed at any group of people,"
McDell added.
Negative reactions were also garnered
from a broad spectrum of people from the
lesbian/gay community and from the nongay community as well.
'These bigots aren't fit to wash the feet
of the women and men that they have
witlessly vi lified in their ads," commented
John Dixon , President of the_British Columbia Civil Liberties Association .
Gordon Howe, president of the B.C.
Conference of the United Church, was
quoted as saying that his initial reactions
were " not fit to print."
Letter to the editors of the two papers
were overwhelmingly opposed to the ads,
and provoked a virtual apology from The
Vancouver Sun. "We regret that it went
unflagged as advertising (its appearance
was such that a reader might, have perceived it as an editorial material) and we
unequivocally deplore its lack of signatures or attribution. In addition, we consider its message repugnant," the Sun response read in part.
Despite being buoyed by the public
reaction, the Games organizers were wary

Harvey Fierstein 's film Torch Song Trilogy is a smash in Oslo, Norway, ac;con;ling ,
to Fritt Fram, a Norwegian gay newspaper.
"More than 24,000 people have seen the
film ," the newspaper wrote. "This is higher
than Stockholm, a city of twice the population ... " Reviews in the mainstream pres§
have reportedly been overwhelmingly
good, with Verdens Gang, the country's
largest newspaper, giving the film six of
six stars. A Fritt Fram reviewer, however,
felt that the movie "was not a milestone in
gay liberation."

of future efforts of the fundamentalists.
"To a large extent these particular ads
back-fired," said Shawn P. Kelly, Consulting Executive Director. "We've had a tremendous outpouring of offers of volunteer
and financial support because of them ."
" But we are concerned about the ability
of groups such as this to raise large amounts
of money to try to stop us. Given the recent
setbacks to lesbian/gay rights in Tacoma,
Concord, and San Francisco, we take any
such threats from the fundamentalist right
very seriously, and we appeal to the international lesbian/gay community to support us now," Kelly
added.
Celebration '90 will have a budget of
nearly $1,000,000 over the next nine
months. While athlete entry fees and ticket
sales to the Opening and Closing Ceremonies will account for the bulk of the revenue, organizers also depend on private
donations.
"We know that these right-wing fundamentalists'have a long-range goal of trying
to stop the Games and that they are well funded," said McDell. " Now is the time for
the international lesbian/gay community
to support the largest sports and cultural
festival it has ever attempted to produce,"
he added.
Gay Games Ill and Cultural Festival
will rake pl-ace August 4-11, 1990 in the
Greater Vancouver area. Inquiries for participants, spectators, or donors should be
addressed to: Celebration '90, 1170 Bute
Street, Vancouver,B.C. V6E IZ6,or phone
(604) 684-3303 or 684-0444.

Funeral Stuns Friends
SOURCE: The Washington Blade
Eleven people walked out of a Nashville funeral service for the gay friend
November 5, after hearing anti -gay remarks from the minister conducting the
service.
According to Dare, a gay newspaper
published in Tennessee , Minister David
Hunter said that Jeffrey Winters, who died
from complications associated with AIDS,
lived a "life~tyle contrary to God's will ,
which resulted in his being the victim of a
terrible disease that led to his death."
Winter's life partner, Jerry Graham,
who was among the eleven to leave the
funeral, said the funeral was "like a public
stoning. " He said that other people at the
funeral also wanted to walk out but were
unable to because the church was too
crowded.
Graham and other friends of Winter
organized a second memorial service two
days after the funeral.
"I just couldn't let it end like that,"
Graham said . "Jeff deserved better."

COUNSELING

CONSULTATION

~Uernalive Conaulla
Jo-Ellen Yale, Ph.D.

163 CENTRAL AVE .
DOVER , NH 03820

l.o I\
Th~ "6-hosf oF lla111bu,,er.Pc«sf" qo.ve him A jolt, bu+- it

We.ts

i1,\e "Gl1o-;f oF Beef-Yef--l-o-C.6Me" thqt Fii,1111~ convinced
fbenezer to cht1111e ~ic; WA'is:...
_
•

1603) 749-2292

(:!{)7)

4-12- 7061

IL~'==M
=="==
s======

G L ORI/\ .... KRELLMAN
MA. /Nt: HOMr.; SI:.,'A UCI/, l !\'C.

BUYING? SELLING? DREAMING?
Person to Person Real Estate Visits to Your
Home Anywhere in Maine to Discuss
Your Real Estate Needs.
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Massachusetts Referendum Blocked
SOURCE: Gay & Lesbian Advocates &
Defenders (GLAD)

Among the confi nned partic ipants are
Sa.rah Sc hulma n, De nnis Cooper. Pat
C laifia, T hom G unn , Ma ril yn Hac ker,
Michael Nava, Jewe lle Gomez, [Maine's
own] John Preston, Doroth y Allison. Kevi n
Killi a n, Geo rge Sta mbol ia n, Barba ra
Wilson, Essex Hemphill and Tee Corinne.
Writers, editors and literary agents from
ac ross the nation will be pa rtic ipating and
attending the conference.
The confe rence is sponsored by Out/
Look Magazine and will be he ld at the
Cathedral Hill Hotel, 1101 Van Ness Ave.
Advance registration is $25 per pe rson fo r
both days through Feb. I. General registration and registration at the door will be $40
fo r both days

Massac husetts Attorney General James
Shannon issued an o pinion [on December
7 J that a refe rendum to repeal the new Gay
C ivil Ri ghts law wo uld be unconstitu tional
" W e a p p la ud A tt o rn ey G e nera l
Shannon ' s dec isio n. The constitution is
clear that laws re lating to religion can not
be subject to referendum . While the Attorney General will certainly rece ive a lot of
cri tici sm from the right wing and anti-gay
bigots on this decision. the re was no other
decision he could have reached under the
state law," said Ke vin Cathcart. Exec utive
Directory of Gay and Lesbian Advocates
and Defenders (GLAD ).
In the Gay C ivi l Ri ghts Law an amend-

WHAT'S GOING
ONAT
THE
lJNDERGROUND?

ment to the bill exp lic itly stated that re li giou s in stitutions we re not covered by the
law : Thi s amendment also affec ted other
parts of c urrent civil rights law.
GLAD, New England ' s public inte rest
lesbi an and gay legal organization , had
fi led a brief with the Attorney Gene ral,
arg uing that the religious exc lusion provi sions of the state constitution prohibited
the refe rendum .
The ci vil ri ghts bill , signed into law o n
November 15, prohibits di scriminatio n in
empl oy ment. publi c acc ommoda ti o ns,
ho using and credit on the bas is of sex ua l
orientation. [Bes ides Massac hu setts. onl y
Wi sconsi n has a states ide gay rights law.]

DON'T TELL
ANYONE,
BUT THE
RUMOR IS ...

I HEARD THE
SAME THING,
AND I ALSO
HEARD THAT...

RUMOR HAS IT THAT
THERE ARE GOING
TO BE SOME BIG
CHANGES, AND...
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Making Gay Music.
Accomplished, gay male singer, new to
Portland, wishes to form "Gay" music
group. Into Peter Allen , Kenny Rankin,
Stevie Wonder, Carole Bayer Sager, Michael Callen, etc.
Looking for other interested gay mu~icians wishing to put their musical talents
on the gay map. Pianist, bass guitar, etc.
Call Tim at (207) 774-2142, leave a message.

20-Female Personals
L 30, attractive fun loving pagan. Personal/spiritual growth oriented. Honest.
caring, sensitive. I love the ocean. dancing.
dining-out. movies and sports. Looking for
woman with similar interest. Write to
Advertiser# 142. c/o Our Paper. P.O. Box
I 0744, Portland, Maine 04104. (C2 I PO I)
Fun-loving Lesbian Couple new to
Maine. seek Gay Male/Lesbian friends for
socializing (Brunch. Hiking. X-country
skiing, etc.). Located South of Augusta.
Write to Advertisei;;_# 143, c/o Our Paper, ·
P.O. Box 10744. Portland. Maine 04104.
(C22POI).
Safe Sex is we..believe_talking, watching. touching, and vibrators. Friendship is .
outdoor -fun, x-country skiing. fireside
conversation , wine, SPA, meals together.
Happiness is being Bi+ smokeless. Join us.
Overnight accommodations. Write to P.O.
Box 574, Bar Harbor, Maine 04609.
(C2IPOI) .
'
GWF 26 likes to meet new people,
likes movies , quiet yet energetic, loves to
rock and roll. Looking for a companion,
maybe more. Write to Ronda, 23 Ross
Road, Kennebunk. Maine 04043. (C2 I POL)
GWF 40 seeks same for friend or possible relationship. Enjoy music. movies
good conversation and having a fun time .
· Bruns-Portland area. Write to Advertiser#
145, c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104. (C21POI)
Lesbian Couple, just moved to Portland
area, need friends. Anyone interested in
alternative music, D+D, dancing, & willing to show us "the scene", and also would
like a new friendship (only!) contact
Heather or Dora, 774-8288. Only Chemfree, please, aged 18-25. (C20POI)
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Feminine 39 yea"r°ofd b1 female looR[ng tor
the same .to share friendship and possible
relationship. If you are a trim feminine bigay lady 25-45 who enjoys walks, talks,
lunch ,coffee, nature and quiet times , please
write to Advertise r# 148, c/o Our Paper,
P.O. Box 10744, Portland , Maine 04104.
(C20POI)

21-Male Personals
Eccentric loner, but nice and chem
free! I'm a 33 yearold fella, good looking.
brown eyes. hair, moustache, 5 '6", 160\bs,
a humble hospital aide. I love theater, and
bet I have the biggest collection of Musical
show recordings in the world! In my neighborhood anyway. I work out. but not enough
to look as I'd like. Every way you can
think, I'm off center. But I'm decent. On
that big search for, something, someone
.... . Why I've placed this ad, I don ' t know.
But what the heck. Write to Advertiser
#146, c/o Our Paper, P.O. ~o·x 10744,
Portland, Maine 04104. (C22PO I). ·
· GWM would l_ike tp meet other gays
for fun and friendship in the Mid-coast
(Camden) area- any age . Please include tel
_ #. yVith your re_p_l x, ~rite ~o Adv~~iser _#
144. c/o Our Paper, P.O. ffox 10744. Portland, Maine 04104. (C22POI ).
GM, Thirtysomething, professional,
6'3" , 1751b, bearded, hairy. Seeks other
GM, 25 to thirtysomething, hairy. To share
dancing, talking. experiencing and communion oflife, love, and friendship. Letter
and phone to P.O. Box 610 I, Falmouth,
Maine 04105. (C22POI)

23-Services
Counseling sessions by mail. Specializing in Male Homosexuality. Confiden. tially assured. For more information write
to Counselor, P.O. Box I 055 Lewiston.
Maine 04240: (CI 5PO I)
FREE REMDA TE LISTING Hot
Steamy Love Now and Forever. Cal.I Ron .
207-439-4680. (C23P02).
883-6934 24-hour information on event,
group meetings, and personals for-gay meP.
and lesbians in southwestern Maine. All
listings are free.
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Lesbians performed by traveling no-denominational minister. Confidential. Respond to Ms. Evelyn, Box 1022, Waldoboro ME 04572 or call 832-6271.
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Jane Rosenblum. RN. BSN. counseling women on relationship issues. women
who love too much. childhood ab use. incest. rape .and sexual assault. Individual ,
couples and family counseling. (207) 4433405. (C05PXXJ.

Building a More Positive Gay Identity
--a support group for gay men, dealing
with issues of coming out.as an ongoing
process, self-esteem, social pressures,
and personal growth. Wednesday evenings from · 5:30 to 7:00, beginning
January 17, 1990. To apply, phone
772-1307.
"List • #27'i Listings of publications
of interest lo gay men. Write: N. P. G.
Listings - #27, R.2., Box 11, Fontanelle,
IOWA 50846-9702.
•'BUDDIES" are available for people
with AIDS or HIV disease. Merrymeeting
AIDS Support Ser~ices (M.A.S.S.) has
trained volunteers who will be a "Buddy"
to -a..PW A, or more-infc;m nation, please
call 725-4955.

It is important to know that if your life
has been affected by AIDS you are not
aline, and there are people who can share
your feelings. This is an anonymous group,
so you don not need to give your name
when attending.
Before attending a meeting, MASS can
give you additional information on the
group, AIDS in general,orputyou in touch
with someone who has a family member
with AIDS . Please contact thee office at
725-4955 during office hours, or 729-4289
at all other times .
This group will replace the support group
which had been meeting on the second and ·
fourth Tuesdays of each month at Park view
Hospital.

25-Roommates
GWM roommate wanted to share two
bedroom house. Parking and heat included.
for $240 per month plus I /2 utilities. Quiet
and close to ocean. Ten miles from Portland Include phone# in response. Write to
Advertiser# 147, c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box
10744, Portland, Maine 04104. (C25POI ).

EMERGE!, a healing journal of
EMERGENCE International. Christian
Scientists supporting lesbians and gay men.
For subscriptions and information. write
PO Box 581. Kentfield, CA 94914 or call
(415) 485-1881. (C26PXX).
Family/Friends Support Group
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
is sponsoring a support group for family
and friends with AIDS or who are HIV
positive. This support group will meet every
Wednesday beginning January 3, from
7:00-8:30 PM at Beacon House in Bath.
Beacon House is located on the North End
of Washington Street Of! the corner of
Beacon and Washington Streets.
This group will be facilitated by Vicki
Woods and is open to anyone who ' s life
has been touched by AIDS. Participants
will have an opportunity to share their
feelings and discuss some of the issues
which AIDS presents. Also, Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services will provide
current information on AIDS for those

HOUSE TO SHARE IN WEST
BUXTON Completely furnished home
including all furniture, linens, etc. Garage
storage area, land for gardening. 25 minutes to Portland. Male or Female. Call 929583.1-. (C25PO I)
LF SEEKS LF OR GM to share Apt. near
USM. Spacious sunny I st floor Apt. fireplace part-furnished parking. 275 month
plus 1/2 utilities. Nonsmoker. Cats OK.
Call 874-4960. (C25PO I)
2 Womyn looking for 3rd housemate.
Great house & backyard in South Portland.
Chem free supportive honest. 2E5+. Call
799-5669 leave message. (C22POI)

ER CLASSIFIED ADS OUR PAPER CLASSIFIED ADS OUR PAPER CLASSIFIED ADS OUR PAPER CLASSIFIED ADS OUR PAPER
NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~ ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
CITY

STATE _ __,,,___ _ _ ZIP _ _ __

AD CATEGORY

NUMBER OF MONTHS: -

00 YOU WISH AN ADVERTISER NUMBER FOR MAIL TO BE FORWARDED TO YOU ANONYMOUSLY? _

_

_

- -- - - - _

(Add $2.00)

FIRST LINE PRINTED IN BOLD LETIERS (Unless Otherslze Specified)

DEADLINE: Third Monday of each month.
COST:
$1.00/line for personal ad
$2.00/line for business ad"

•(If you derive reguler Income from reeponaee to eel)

Buaineu advertiser• ehould consult o.. Ad Salesperson end
receive• free cieaaified eel with dieplay ad.

A!I classffled ads must be prepaid prior to ptblication. OUR PAPER accepts no liability for any reason for Its failure to print an ad or
for any errors appearing beyond the CO&t of the adv8"tismeot. OUR PAPER reserves the right to edit or reject any ad. Mail COlllJleted
form to OUR PAPER, Classttied Ad Departmeot, PO Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104.
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Sunday, January 28

Tuesday, January 2
-

. 10n o azz an ap
dance classes, with the Casco Bay Movers
Dance Company will begin on Tuesday.
January 2. 1990. Classes are held at 341
Cumberland Avenue , Portland. Maine.
The Casco Bay Movers offer a full
range of Jazz and Tap classes for adults and
:hildrcri from beginner through advanced
levels. For a complete schedule of classes,
or more information, call: 871-1013.
• Saturday, January 6
Full moon gathering in Dexter. Begins
with a potluck at 6 P.M. and then has an
energy healing circle/fire circle (weather
permitting). Some sleeping space for_womn
travelling distances. Womn only and chemical free. For directions send SASE to Chris
of Coven tree, Troy 04987.
Monday, January 15
Members of the New Hampshire chapter
of Fundamentalists Anonymous will be
featured on Monday, January 15, 1990 at
Seacoast Gay Men in Portsmouth at 7:00
PM. at the Unitarian-Universalist Church,
292 State Street. The New York based
national organization educates the public
about the dangers of Fundamentalism to
American society and to the individual.
There is no charge for admission. Additional information is available at (603)
898-1115.
Fundamentalists Anonymous was
founded in 1985 by Richard Yao and Jim
Luce. It is a national organization chartered to support those who have been injured by the Fundamentalist experience,
mindset and agenda. The support system is
the only national support system for people
coming out of a Fundamentalist, dysfunctional, or addictive religious experience
and works with parents, spouses and friends
of those caught in the grip of Fundamentalism.
Thursday, January 25
Ram Island Dance presents N. Y.
choreographer/dancer NEIL GREENBERG
& DANCERS in "Stage, Gun, Dance ,"
January 25, 26, 27 ;at 8PM, location to be
announced . . NEIL GREENBERG &
DANCERS is part of Ram Island Dance' s
Dance Around Town Series. "Stage, Gun,
Dance" has been praised for its surprising
images and superb dancing. Tickets to these
performances, $11.50, and $9 .00 for students
and senior citizens, may be purchased by
calling Ram Island Dance at (207) 7732562.

The Le,sbian gay. Bi sex ual Jewish
Chevarah ajll meet fora potluck brunch on
SundaY:Tanuary 28 at 11 AM. Call Gail at
833-6004 for more information.

Saturday, February 3
Fifth Annual MLGPA Celebratory
Dinner is schedule at the Augusta Civic
Center. Urvashi Vaid, the Executive Director of the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force, is going to be the keynote
speaker. Annuan Meeting will be from
I PM-4PM at rhe Augusta Civic Center;
cocktail hour 5:30PM, buffet dinner 6:30
PM; keynote speaker after dinner; awards;
then dancing at 9:30PM. Several members
of and friends to the gay and lesbian community will be honored that evening. Tickets will be $25, but scholarships are available for child care costs, PW As, gay/lesbian youth, and other people m need of
financial assistance. Contact MLGPA, PO
Box 232, Hallowell , 04347 to make reser- ·
vations. Money should be sent with the
request for a reservation. Anyone-needing
assistance shou_ld also drop us a line with
the request for a reservation . People who
can afford to give more in order to help
others attend are encouraged to do so.
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FRAMLINE is now accepting entries
forthe 14th San Francisco International
25, 1990. Held each year during San
Francisco's Lesbian/Gay Freedom Celebration , the Festival brings together .the
best in feature, documentary and short films
and video works by and about lesbians and
gay men . This, the world's largest and
most respected annual screening of its kind,
is sponsored by FRAMELINE, a nonprofit
media arts organization, to develop and
promote the production , exhibition and
appreciation of lesbian and gay films and _
video tapes.
Awards will be presented to outstanding
works in several categories. Formats accepted include 35mm, l 6mm and super-8
films ; NTSC 3/4" and 1/2" VHS video
cassettes. The deadline for entries is March
31, 1990. For more information and entry
forms contact FRAMELINE, P.O . Box
14 792, San Francisco, CA 91 I 14 or call
(415) 861-5245.

BUDDY TRAINING
JANUARY
·Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services .
is sponsoring a training seminar for volunteers who would like to become " buddies"
to people with AIDS. The buddy program
pairs a trained volunteer to a person with
AIDS (PWA) as an emotional support for
the PW A. MASS does training for the
entire staff and currently hasover20 people
paired.
The training session will be in Brunswick on two Friday Evenings (January 19
and 26), and two Saturdays (January 20
and 27). Buddies spend between one and
five hours per week working with their
PW A's.
Based on the national program , BUDDIES help those with this disease while
discovering many things about themselves.
If you would like to have more information
about the BUDDY training program, please
contact the MASS office at 725-4955. or
write to P.O. Box 57. Brunswick, Maine
040 I 1-0057. Merrymeeting AIDS Support
Services is a United Way Agency.
If you are a person with HIV disease, and
you would be interested in having a buddy,
or if you would like to refer someone for a
BUDDY. please contact the MASS office
at 725-4955.

Saturday, April 21
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
is sponsoring a Tour to Boston ·on Satur. day, April 21, to see the award winning
musical Les Miserables. The chartered
motorcoach will depart Brunswick at 8:00
AM (Portland, 8:40 AM) and travel directly to Quincy Market , where tour
members will spend two hours shopping
and having lunch before the matinee perfonnance The bus will depart immediately
following the performance returning to
Brunswick by 8:00 PM.
The cost of tbe trip, including theatre
ticket is $55.00/per person. Space is limited, so reserve early. Make checks payable
to MASS and mail to Merrymeeting AIDS
Support Services, P.O. Box 57, Brunswick,
Maine 040 I 1-0057. For more information ,
please contact Brian Allen at 725-4955.

I'll ·s ubscribe now.
°'-'' Paper, P.O . Box 10744, Portland. Maine 04104 .
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MONDAYS
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
open discussion wil focus on Gay/Lesbian
issues. 7:00-8:30PM at YMCA 87 Spring
Street. Portland.
SUNDAYS
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
- for discussiqn , s1:1pport and planning every Sunday. 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Lounge. Chase Hall . Bates College. Lewiston.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
weets the third sunday of every month at
All Souls Church, 11 King Street, Aug usta
from 2-4PM.
Gays in Sobriety, AA. 6:30-8 p.m.
speakers meeti ng, Willi ston West Church,
32 Thomas St. , Portland.
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Sunday. Di scussion meeting at 4
p.m ., Unitarian Church, Main St., Bangor.
Northern- Lambda Nord - last Sunday of the month -busi ness meeting, I p.m .
followed by potluck.

Dignity / Bangor (Lesbians/Gay
Catholics and their friends) meets the
second and fo urth Sundays at Chape n, Ruth
Hutchin s Center. Bango r Theological
Seminary, 300 Un ion Street. Bangor. Doors
open at 6:00 PM, worship at 6: 15 followed
by business social.

Feminist Spiritual Community every Monday at 7 p.m. Friends Meeting
House, Forest Ave., Portland, 771-2294
Seacoast Gay Men - Mondays at 7
p.m. (except first Monday potluck party
held elsewhere). Unitarian-Universalist
Church, 292 State St., Portsmouth, NH .
Seacoast Gay Men, PO Box 1394
Po rtsmouth , NH 03801-1394. Call Al (603)
898 -1115 .
Belfast Area AIDS Support Group For PW A's friends , fc!mily. and careg_i~ers.
•
Call 338-3736. (Famil y Planning MondayThursday) .
TUESDAYS
Gays in Sobriety, AA, 6-7 p.m .. beginning meeting, First Pari sh UU Church, 425
Congress St., Portland 7:30-9 p.m. Speaker/
discussion meeting.
Families of Gays Support Group second Tuesday of each month , 7:30 p.m.
For more information call Ingraham Volunteers, 774-HELP.
Bowdoin College Gay-Lesbian·
Straight Alliance, 7:30 p.m., ChaseBam
Chamber,Bowdoin College, Brunsw ick.
College Lesbian Womyn.'s Rap
Group. 6:30 to 8 p.m., 92 Bedford St.
Portland (USM campus). Bisexuals welcome. Call . 780-4085 for more information.
Down East AIDS Network
Every Tues. , 7 p.m. s upport group in
Ellsworth. Led by clinical social worker
Carole Pascal, the group is open to all
people affected by AIDS. Call 326-8580
for location.

ROBIN TYLER PRODUCTIONS

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays - fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:30
p.m. First Parish Pilgrim House, 9 Cleaveland St., Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for
information.
Greater Portland NOW - fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
St. , Portland, 7:30 o.m.
Our Paper staff meeting. every Tuesday. 7PM. 9 Deering St.. Portland. 7610733. New members are always welcome.

Lesbian ACOA (Adult Children of
Alcoholics) Support Group will meet
every Tuesday from 7 to 8:3.0 p.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church, Annex 2nd
floor, 15 Pleasant St., Brunswick, ME. Nonsmoking; all women welcome.

WEDNESDAYS
Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian and
Gay Community, 7:30 p.m. Mary Low
Coffeehouse, Colby College, Waterville.
Gays and Lesbians United potluck
supper meets the last Wednesday of each
month at the Sanford Unitarian Church on
the comer of Lebanon St. (Route 202) and
Main St. (Route 109) in Sanford, Me. All
welcome. Call 439-5540 or 490-1295 for
details.
College Gay Men 's and Lesbian
Womyn's Rap Group, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at
92 Bedford St., Portland (USM campus).
Bisexuals welcome. Call 780-4085 for more
information.
AIDS Support Group for family and
friends of people with AIDS or HIV disease, sponsored by Merrymeeting AIDS
Support Services (M.A .S.S.) meets every
Wednesday beginning January 3, 7:8:30PM , at Beacon House (Corner of
Beacon and Washington Streets - North
End) Bath. For more information call 7254955. Group :Viii ?e fac ilitated by Vicki
00 s.

Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Thursday, discussion meeting at
7:30 p.m. Unitarian Church , Main St.,
Bangor.
Wilde-Stein Club-Thursday evening
6-9 p.m. Sutton Lounge, Memorial Union,
UMO.
Women's Support Group for Women
with AIDS, ARC, or Who Are HIVPositive, every Thursday at The AIDS
Project, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at 22
Monument Square, 5th floor, Portland, ME.
For further information, or if you need day
care, please call Diane or Toby at 7746877.
Gays in Sobriety,AA, 8-9 p.m. big
book/step meeting. Williston West Church,
32 Thomas St., Portland.
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
- step meeting with focus on gay/lesbian
issues, 5:30-7 p.m., MERCY HOSPITAL144Sta.te
Portland.
AIDS Support Group for people with
AIDS or HIV disease, sponsored by Merrymeet i ng AIDS Support Services
(M.A.S.S .), meets every Thursday from
3: I 5-4:30PM at C HANS , 50 Baribeau
Drive, Brunswick. For more information
call 725-4955. Group wi ll be faci litated by
Steve Record and Jonathan Appleyard .

Thursday evenings gay, lesbian , and
qisexual students and comm unity members meet at the University of Maine at
Farmington for discussions and socializing. The group warmly welcomes new
people. For information call or write tci
Marla Stickle, UMF Center for Human
Development, 7 South Street, Farmington,
ME 04938 or call: 778-3501 Ext. 336.
FRIDAYS
Lesbians in Sobriety
Open AA meeti ng, Fridays 7-8 PM,
Willi ston West Church, 32 Thomas Street,
Portland.

presents

LUXURY, ELEGANCE &
ROMANCE ON THE HIGH SEAS!
THE FIRST 7-NIGHT WOMEN'S
THANKSGIVING CRUISE
TO THE MEXICAN RIVIERA!
Saturday, November 17th
to Saturday, November 24th, 1990
from $795.00 to $1595.00
$250 deposit will hold your place

~
~

(Check or M.O. • MasterCard or Visa accepted for balance after deposit)

THURSDAYS
Down East AIDS Network holds a Healing Circle for all people affected by AIDS.
Call 326-8580 for info & location.
2nd and 4th Thurs., 7-8:30 p.m.
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services (M.A.S.S.) provides support serv ices
to PW A's, those with HIV disease, and
their family and friends. MASS also provides educatio n services free of charge to
the Greater BATH/BRUNSWICK community. MASS sponsors a PWA/HIV+
support group Thursdays 3:25-4:30. A
Family/Friends Support group on Wednesdays 7:00-8:30. MASS also has " Buddies"
available for PWA 's/HIV+. For more information, please call 725-4955.

Free To Be Group of AA - meets
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA,
Room 114.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every
Friday, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety (open di scussion), Christ Episcopal Church, 80 La faye tte Rd .,
Portsmouth ,NH .
OUTRIGHT .- Portland Alliance of
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and
younger), 7:30 p.m. Preble St. Chapel, 331
Cumberland Ave., Portland.

Lifestyles Alliance Club meets every
Friday at noon on the UNE campus. Location can be obtained by calling 283-0171
and ask.for Barbara Hazard.

Call or Write NOW! Space is Limited
FROM SAN DIEGO, CALIF. to
CABO SAN LUCAS, PUERTO VALLARTA & MAZATLAN
Join 800 women from all over the world on a beautiful first class ship
sailing tow~rd exotic destinations. On board enjoy the swimming
pool, gymnasium, card room, library, movie theatre & casino, dance
lessons, fabulous entertainment, elegant lounges, bars, duty-free
shop ... exquisite gourmet dining ... and much, much more.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT AIRFARES AVAILABLE
PRE & POST CRUISE DISCOUNT HOTEL RATES
For reservations or additional information or to receive
COLOR BROCHURE write .ROBIN TYLER PRODUCTIONS,
15842 Chase St., Sepulveda, CA 91343
or call 1-818-893-4075 9am-5pm (Pacific Time) Mon.-Fri.
or Fax:1-818-893-1593.

HIV ANTIBODY COUNSELING & TESTING··· · Voluntary~ Ar,onymous - Low Cost
The AIDS Project offers'trained counselors to answer your questions .
and address youi concerns about possible infection with the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). To schedule a counseling session call: :
n4-68n daily between 9-12; 1-:-5 Monday & Wednesday eves between
·s-g p.m. Saturday from 10-1. Note:Counseling & testing is by appoint. me_nt only. ·
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The AIDS Project
22 Monument Square, 5th floor
Portland, ME 04101

Eastern Maine AIDS Network
(EMAN) provides case management services to HIV infected people and their families in Penobscot, Piscataquis, Hancock,
Washington and Aroostook counties.
Support groups meet every Thursday evening in Bangor. In addition, EMAN staff
are available to provide educational pres-_
entations within the same five county area.
Call: 990-EMAN or write EMAN, POB
2038, Bangor ME 04401.

Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
open ~iscussion with focus on Gay/Lesbian issues. 7:00-8:30PM at YMCA 87
Spring Street, Portland.
AIDS Action of Central Maine
PO Box 3113, Lewiston, ME 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-6113

Feminisi Spiritual Community
9 Deering St., PO Box 3771, Portland, ME
04104
773-2294

AIDS Line
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AmS
Daily 9am-5pm
Mon. & Wed. 6-9pm, Sat. IOam-lpm
AIDS Support Groiup, Mondays at
6:30. Call Alan at 548-2929 for information.
The group provides education in the
schools, businesses and the community as
whole, and offers support to people who
are affected by AIDS . For more information contact Nan Stone, 338-5559.

Gay/Lesbian Contra Dancers
69 Mountain View Ave., Bangor, ME04401
947-2329

a

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group
780-4085 or 772-4741, Portland

The Androscoggin Valley AIDS Coalition (AV AC) is a not-for-profit organization with the following goals: to provide
community education about AIDS/HIV;
to coordinate and support community-based
services to people living with AIDS/HIV,
their families and significant others; to
assess AIDS needs in our communities and
present a unified front on AIDS needs
issues; and to provide a forum for the exchange of support, professional skills and
technical resources. We !have been meeting regularly at the Tri-County Chapter of
the Red Cross in Auburn s·ince late 1988,
and welcome all interested parties to attend
our meetings. For information please write
AVAC, POB 7977, Lewiston ME 04240,
or call 795-4357.

Gay /Lesbian Alliance
The Powers House, 88 Winslow Street,
Portland, ME 04103. 874-6596.

Bath Men's Group meets weeklv for fun.
fellowship, and great food. Fonnore info,
dial 443-1211. All welcome.
The Belfast Area AIDS Support Group
is for PW A's, friends, family and caregivers. Call 338-3736 (Family Planning,
M-Th) or Alan, 548-2929 evenings or
weekends.
The Colby College Bisexual Lesbian
Gay Community
c/9 The Student Activities Office, Colby
College, Waterville, ME 04901.
Meetings, Wednesday nights at 8:30 in
the Mary Low Coffeehouse.
Informational Phonelline 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of every month (873-3536).
For more information write or contact Mark
at 877-9194 or Al at 872-3000.
T~e CCBLGC serves the membres of
the Colby and WaterviUe community as
both a social and political medium. Promoting community, awareness, and knowledge, the CCBLGC maintains a safe and
comfortable atmosphere for bisexuals,
lesbians, and gays.
DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St., Bangor,ME 04401
942-6503
The Down East AIDS Network
(DEAN) is a community-based, grassroots
organization. We provide community
education and support services for those
affected by AIDS. DEAN is a gay positive
organization. Call DEAN: 326-8580.
Support group for HIV(+), family , friends
and those at risk every Tuesday 7-8 ,30
p.m. Ellsworth. Call Tracy at 326-8580 for
information.
Down East AIDS Network, Box 779,
Blue Hill, ME 04614
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Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
.
·
c/o Williston West Church
32 Thomas Street
Portland, ME 04102.
Gay AA Meeting (speaker-discussion),
Saturday nights, 8-9 p.m. Beacon Club
(old Mitchell School B/D). 36 High St.,
Bath, ME 04530. Phone# for information:
443-4288.

Harbor Masters Inc.
PO box 4044, Portland, ME 04101
Integrity, St. Matthew ' s Church, 18
Union St.,Hallowell ME 04347 is a group
of lesbian and gay Episcopalians and their
friends. It is a family within the church, a
place to find close community and support.
It offers an opportunity to find growth,
·education and prayer. For more information, call 623-3041 or 845-2985.
The Lifestyles Alliance Club is an organization of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
straight persons at the University of New
England Colleg!;! in Biddeford, Maine. Our
organization began last spring our of concern that there was no organization on
campus that dealt with different sexual
preferences. We presently have students
from the various colleges including OT,
PT, Medical students, MSW , and undergraduate students. Our primary goals include support and educating others about
alternative lifestyles.
This Fall we participated in "Celebrating
Differences" through panel discussions to
both the undergraduate dorms and also to
the UNE community including faculty and
administration. This topic included several
different minority groups and how they
have dealt with being "different" at a small
campus in New England.
Our group meets every Friday at noon on
the UNE campus and the location of the
meeting can be obtained by calling (207)
283-0171 and ask for Barbara Hazard. Our
group recently went out to a local Chinese
restaurant and we hope to schedule more'
out of school activities for the spring semester. We are al so planning to have some
members from the Outright Group to speak
to the undergraduate students. All persons
are welcomed to attend or to call and find
our more about our group. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Lesbian/Gay Committee, Maine chapter National Assoc . of Social Workers, PO
Box 5112, Station A, Portland ME 04 l OI_,
Maine Connection
PO Box 5245, Station A, Portland, ME
04102
Mountain Valley Men (MVM), Box
36, Center Conway, NH 03813, (207) 9251034 - Paul.
Maine Bisexual People's Network.
PO Box 1792, Portland ME 04104. Call the
Gay/Lesbian Alliance at 874-6596 to leave
a message.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Allian,ce
PO Box 232, Hallowell, ME 04347
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services, PO Box 57, Brunswick ME 04010057 ,
725-4955 .

Maine Bisexual People's Network,
POB 1792 Portland ME 04104. Call the
Gay /Lesbian Alliance at 780-4085 to leave
a message. The purpose of the Maine
Bisexual People's Network is to affirm in
ourselves and others the positive nature of
bisexuality and to work toward greater
acceptance in th bisexual, gay, lesbian and
straight communities.
The Maine Health Foundation is a
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization that
offers both direct and indirect financial
support for People with AIDS in Maine.
Our other concerns are the special health
issues facing Maine ' s gay and lesbian
communities, including gay youth.
For information, please write to: The
Maine Health Foundation, Inc., PO Box
7329 DTS, Portland, ME 04112.
Mountain Valley Men (MVM) is a
social group for gay men from Western
Maine and Eastern New Hampshire. We
meet at each other's homes for Pot Luck
and plan activities as the members desire.
Our address is Box 36, Center Conway,
NH 03813, and you can call Paul at (207)
925-1034 for information.
New Brunswick Coalition for Human
Rights Reform
PB Box 1556, Station A, Fredericton, NB
E3B5G2
New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for
Gay and Lesbian Rights
PO Box 756, Contoocook, NH 03329
(603) 228-9009
Northern Lamda Nord
PO Box 990, Caribou, ME 04736
Gay/Lesbian Phoneline, 498-2088
Our Paper
PO Box 10744
Portland, ME 04104
Are you gay and under 22 years old?
OUTRIGHT, Portland Alliance of Gay
and Lesbian Youth, P.O. Box 5028 , Station A, Portland, Maine 0410 I . For more
information, call Ingraham Volunteers,
Dial-INFO: 774-HELP (a 24-hour hotline)
or if you ' re 18 and under. you can al so call
Dial-KIDS: 77 4-T ALK. Call now for more
information concerning support, special
events and fun!
Portland Pride
PO Box 681, Scarborough, ME 04074

The Greater Portland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women is an
action-oriented group. Our primary goals
are threefold: I) to foster Equal Rights for
women ; 2) to insure unrestricted choice
around reproductive rights; and 3) to support Lesbian and Gay rights .
We have speakers and events for the
public on the fourth Tuesday of every
month, at the YWCA, 87 Spring St. , 7:30
p.m. For more information, call Perry
Krasow or his answering machine at 8790877.
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays (P/FLAG) Box 2080 Great Island,
Brunswick 040ll, 725-4769
This support group attempts to help
parents, relatives and friends change attitudes and create understanding so that our
gay/lesbian family members can live with
dignity and respect. Meets fourth Tuesday,
7:30 p.m. at First Parish Church in Brunswick.
PW A Coalition of Maine.
377 Cumberland Ave.
PoJ;tland ME 0410 I
773-8500.
Seacoast Gay Men (SGM, Inc.) is a
social group for gay men . We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. - holiday Mondays
excepted. The first Monday of the month is
a potluck supper. Remaining Mondays are
given to a wide v_ariety of presentations,
discussions, films , etc.
Our addres s is: PO Box 1394,
Portsmouth, NH 03801-1394. Contact persons are : Al , 603-898-1115; Paul, 207-4396850.
The Lesbian and Gay Freedom Trail
Band meets every Tuesday, 7: 15 PM, at
the YWCA, 7th Floor, 120 Clarendon
Street, Boston. Contact Kathy (617) 4247025, Gary (617) 267-6186, or Zoe (508)
264-9085.
Transupport, PQ Box 17622, Portland,
ME 04101. Contact person is Diana. Transupport is a non-profit, non-sexual, social
and educational peer support group for
Transsexuals, cross-dressers, and their
families and friends who desire a better
understanding of gender-related issues.'
Meetings are held bi-monthly, on Sundays at 6:00 p.m., write for location and
more information.

USM Women's Forum
University of Southern Maine
92 Bedford St., Portland, ME 04103

Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union
University of Maine-Orono, Orono, ME
04469

Waldo County AIDS Education Committee, PO Box 772_ Belfast, ME 04915.
Provides education in the schools, businesses, and the community as a whole. For
more information contact Nan Stone, 3385559.
.
WOMLAND (Womn owning Maine
Land) Trust, Inc., PO Box 55 , Troy , ME
04987
WOMLAND Trust is a non-profit
organization whose purpose is to acquire
land throughout the state to protect it for
use by current and future generations of
womn and children. Meetings second
Sunday every month, location varies.
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